SPITFIRE NEWSLETTER 1 -CHAIRMAN’S NOTES.

Welcome, at last, after all the thousands of emails and phone discussions, to the Spitfire 60+ National Championship!

There have been a lot of glitches in organising the software for the Website and the Site itself, which was to be administered by D & M Marketing. However, due to the spiralling cost factor with their Website Designers and the fact that only one County so far has ordered anything from them, D & M are pulling in the reins somewhat. This is something we can overcome but it will need more time and understanding. What we are trying to achieve is a National Website which every Seniors or Masters Cricketer of all ages logs on to daily (as in www.englandsquashmasters.co.uk). On the cricket-front, www.hampshireseniorscricket.com is another example of a superb site. Once our site is up and running it will hopefully be cost effective with Advertisements at circa £30 --- and if two or three people from each County place an Ad then the pressure is not so acute. We have very kindly been offered immediate help by Michael Webb - mcjwebb@tiscali.co.uk, the Surrey administrator to run the site, but due to time restraints his time is limited. The Play Cricket part of the site is for the results and will be administered by each individual County Organiser and overseen by Peter Pearson. 

There are bound to be further problems so please bear with the Management Team, but in a couple of weeks or so, most of the glitches should be ironed out!

To the Cricket!

Just one match played in the first week. Of course, we might well have expected John Stuck to gain a large not out in Essex’s easy 9 wicket victory in the first match. Having been promoted back into Suffolk’s ECB 50 1st X1, after being dropped for younger but not so effective players, the new Captain has seen sense and re-installed him. Herts were restricted to zero batting points and only gained one bowling point whilst Essex claimed 20.

This week four matches took place starting with the North, Worcestershire came a bit of a cropper against Cheshire. Andy Hurworth, Cheshire’s organiser, scored his debut 60+ hundred and Mike Sharpe also, in Cheshire’s 277-2. Worcs ended up with 166.7. Another  favourite downed was Leicestershire who scored 238-4, Jeff Baxter scoring 127 and Derbyshire replying with 239-4. In the East Group Hertfordshire recorded their first win and 21 points scoring 200, Colin Garside 84 and Ted Levey 45 with David Loader 5.24. Surrey 2nds fell short with 164 and David Woods will be cursing being stranded on 97 not out! Mike Fernando used his own ball to take 4-34. Finally Norfolk, with a more mobile team, won the toss on a lovely wicket at Old Buckenham and despite yours truly being run out, Paul Rice (77) and newcomer Richard Taylor 49 (in 31 balls) blasted Norfolk ahead to 133 in the first 20. After Taylor’s demise, things settled down and Ian Battelley’s 34 not out took the home side to 247-9. Essex will be kicking themselves as the match was theirs for the taking with Stuck (32), Malcolm Wright (82) and Bob Newman (47), all surrendering their wickets at crucial times subsiding from 190-3 in the 34th over to 233-8 at the end, with Mike Hewitt 2-35, John Nash 2-51 and Geoff Saunders 2-43, the wicket takers. Norfolk took 21 as against Essex’ 9.

Before I forget, we have a broad spectrum agreement for the addition of 2 new Counties to the North Division next season, so Gerald Wadley probably won’t have to plan League matches in the North again as hopefully there will be a Midlands group. A Norfolk 50+, 60+ Touring X1 went up to Durham and Northumberland and both expressed great interest and in the latter case Dave Swan already has permission to organise it! We played at Boldon and Warkworth and received great hospitality.

There are some Rule changes which were agreed at the AGM but have not been implemented as yet on the Website. They will be updated in the next couple of days.

Finally, could you all please copy me with everything you send to Michael Webb to: mcpmotorsport@aol.com

Martin Pearse

Chairman

