Spitfire Newsletter 2 - Week 3

Only one match played, with three sets of  newcomers matches suffering  from the torrential rain infesting us every May. Funny that the three of the driest months are always April, September and October and I remember Club matches back in the ‘60’s and ‘70’s when we used to play through from early April to 27th October!

Can Match Managers please let both Michael Webb and myself know when the rearranged matches are.

So, only one played this week, in deepest Suffolk, the locals  v their oldest rivals, Norfolk. The visitors missing three bowlers to a Football League Presentation won the toss and inserted Suffolk on a hard but slowish track. Graham Penny took early advantage of waywardness for a quickfire 39 before newcomer Steve Thelwell claimed him and Richard Bond (20). The innings stalled somewhat, with only Peter Webb (55) a score of any consequence, with Ian Battelley 2-23. Mike Hewitt 1-30 and Thelwell 2-23 the pick. The breezy conditions saw Pearse and Rice start brightly but the former skied  one playing a fraction too early which skipper Watson was happy to receive. Rice(35) looked in form, but the Suffolk bowling was steady until Brian Cole , a last minute replacement, hit the scene. His pacy  swing decimated Norfolk’s middle order going from 75-2 to 76-6, match seemingly over. Ian Battelley though was still in occupation and with Thelwell (10) and Andy Broughton (19) took the score ever closer. Suffolk’s nerves were being shredded and suddenly Norfolk realised the game was on. Battelley on 46, however, pre meditated a straight six  off Penny and the latter claimed Man of the Match with a direct hit and an lbw next ball to give Suffolk 19 points to the visitors 6.

Next week there are at least 7 matches (hopefully!) and the report will be at the end of the week, rather than the middle (as I am away).

Finally, we are getting closer and closer to the 1st ever Seniors Home International at Liphook on Thursday 4th June, 1.30 start, against Wales. 

The Team selected:

Andy Barnes    Sussex (Captain)

Martin Pearse    Norfolk

Jeff Owen    Hampshire

John Stuck    Essex

Paul Rice    Norfolk

Mike Byford    Surrey

Mike Swain    Hampshire

Colin Breed    Kent

Trevor Knowles    Worcestershire

Jim Smallbone    Hampshire

Mark Sargeant    Suffolk 

Reserves:

Graham Penny    Suffolk

Bob Phillips    Sussex

Keith Middleton    Worcs

Stan Rudder   Hants

Gil Collins    Hants

Barry Smith    Kent

If, however, the match is rained off, it will be replayed within a short period.

The kit from D & M will be ready next week and will be delivered to the ground by Richard Mansfield of  the Sponsors to the ground on Thursday 4th June. We would like all players to be groundwise by 12 noon for photographs and a warm up please. Letters will be sent out.

Martin Pearse

Chairman

PS. Rules and Regulations have been updated by Gerald Wadley QC and are now on site.

