CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – OCTOBER 2009

Well, the first season accomplished! And importantly, instead of a four month season we managed to extend it to five. Forty years ago I played from the beginning of April to the end of October and only then did football take over. Let us see if we can keep it up to five months, especially as September onwards normally has wonderful weather. Today, the 25th October is cricket weather, shirt sleeves and people swimming in the sea at the bottom of my garden!

First of all, my thanks to my fellow Committee Members. Gerald and Martin have, according to my computer desecrated 1000 trees between them, Gil and I have only ruined a few Beech, a good balance! Gerald is to be congratulated on sorting the rules with Ian Philippe. However, the feeling is that we must still try and simplify them further. Imagine you are an Umpire staring for the first time in the Spitfire and the 2009 rules and regulations are thrown at you!! The Umpires in our Cheshire match were still reading them at tea!

Martin C created 2 records this season. I got at least one email every day and he played 90+ games of cricket. Not bad for a 70 year old! He is to be congratulated on setting up on his own the 60 2nd X1 Championship and the La Manga Festival in 2010. Gil helped immensely on all issues. All four of us get on well and bring a plethora of differing ideas to the Committees’ plate.

To the Cricket. 

The West had a great starting season and I have had good feedback from Geoff Husband and Chris Theedom. Next season, Wales enter their group which remains an ‘Associate’ Division as they still need to have differing age group rules. However, hopefully they will become  full members in 2011. Devon were the strongest side and only just lost to Hampshire in the Quarter Final. Wales will obviously help to strengthen this group.

The North saw Derbyshire unbeaten all season but at the beginning they had to concede 2 matches due to fact that they initially had a small squad as the ‘influx’ from Nottinghamshire  didn’t materialise. Richard Owen did a very good job  in the trying circumstances and Derby will stand alone next season. Cheshire were also very strong and Yorkshire narrowly missed a couple of close matches which would have changed the complexion of the group. Next season, a combination of Northumberland and Durham under Dave Swan are joining and Worcestershire change groups to the South.

The East group was won by Essex with Norfolk second by dint of rain off in the last match. We welcome Lincolnshire into this group next season. 

Hampshire and Sussex lorded it over the South, Kent unbelievably losing their first three matches making their ascent upwards doubly difficult.

The Play-offs – Quarter Finals. Hampshire travelled to Devon and returned home victors by 9 runs.

Sussex were too strong for Somerset whilst Essex’ 213-4 shaded Worcestershires 206-4. Norfolk made two trips to Cheshire and emerged victors on both occasions!  In the Semi Finals, Essex’ very slow scoring ruined what ever chance they may have had and Hampshire closed out with Geoff Owen scoring 77 and Martin Hall 72. Norfolk made two visits to Sussex within 4 days and came away successful in the second when their total of 255-8 (Pearse 60, Brown 60*) was too much for the home team who were all out for 164 with Geoff Saunders taking 5-22.

The Final.
As a Norfolk player, looking at our ‘run in’ I don’t think anyone gave us a prayer. I got roundly rollocked by some of my  team for not organising us to have Home Fixtures in the Quarters and Semi. In all, in both matches, in 4 separate trips  by mini bus, 1800 miles!! So the ‘team bonding’ was the reason, as in all honesty, I don’t think the results would have been quite the same if we had been at home!

Hampshire started like a rocket and were on course at one stage to easily surpass 300. However, a fight back by Norfolk in the last few overs saw wickets falling and Hants being restrained to only 279. Geoff Owen scored his usual 88 or thereabouts and Micky Swain batted beautifully for 128*. Norfolk have never lost at Letchworth (yet!) and both Martin Pearse (69) and Peter Brown (62*) were the main stays of the reply. Hampshire were obviously gutted to have lost after scoring 279 and I can assure you, it was only when Peter Brown stroked the ball through square leg off the penultimate ball did I think we could win. Thanks to Mickey Hall, the Groundsman and Caterer who attended our every need at the last minute at Letchworth.

Internationals 

After the success of other Sports introducing Masters Internationals for their members, we decided that Cricket should follow suit. The ECB have shown no interest in promoting Seniors Cricket other than the basic 50+ Competition so we felt that International selection would be the icing on the cake for players to attain to. We had four Internationals and whilst three were won easily against Wales, and Australia twice, we lost off the penultimate ball  to a much improved Wales side in the last match of the season. Incidentally, most of the Welsh side won the ECB 50+ off the same ball v Lancashire ten years previously…. Fate!?

Thanks

But let us please reserve our main thanks to Giles Hilton at Shepherd Neame and Richard Mansfield at D&M Marketing for their kind sponsorship. Without them, we would not have the very healthy Website www.60cc.co.uk. (administered by Michael Webb), or any of the luxuries needed to administer a National Competition. Both have agreed to continue. We received  an email from one organiser ( a newcomer) thanking us and saying the ‘Spitfire’ 60+ is much better run than the ECB 50. Thanks, it is appreciated.  Also thanks to Peter Pearson and Michael again for the Play cricket site which hosts all the individual, scores and averages. 

Next year it will be mandatory for all organisers to put their scores in.
Top Bowlers for 2010 (the site is confusing as the 50 2nd X1 are included) were:

Bill Mundy 
17 wickets
336 
Surrey

Mark Shimmonds
16
293
Sussex

Kevan Pratt
16
294
Essex


Ted Elsey
15
248
Sussex

Barry Hart
15
471
Hampshire

Richard Maharaj
14
306
Sussex

Jim Smallbone
14
348
Hampshire

Mike Fernando
13
212
Hertfordshire

Mike Byford
13
318
Surrey

Batting

Colin Breed
564
Kent

Paul Rice
555
Norfolk

Martin Pearse
554
Norfolk

Mike Swain
541
Hampshire

Martin Hall
486
Hampshire

Mike Byford
474
Surrey

John Stuck
467
Essex

Rob Dumelow
400+
Derbyshire}

Nick Sharp
400+
Cheshire    } Results not recorded on Play cricket

Miles Rawlings
400+
Yorkshire  }

Top Keepers were:

Andy Broughton
10c  4st  14
Norfolk

Robbie Barker
10 catches
Sussex

Martin Pearse 

Chairman

