CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – MARCH 2010

Welcome (or nearly welcome) to our new season. A lot of you have continued playing abroad during the Winter on Foreign Tours, MCC, XL Club. I am sure you all enjoyed yourselves and had a great holiday at the same time. Others spend time in the nets and then there are a few who don’t touch a bat or ball until the season starts!!

I have watched with awe at the amount of work a certain Martin (Senior) has been putting in over the Winter. He certainly isn’t a Couch potato. You all know by now that he has single handedly set up the La Manga Festival and not without a lot of problems, mostly to do with technicalities such as Insurance, Health & Safety etc which all ‘Promoters’ have to adhere to in our ruinous politically obsessed British climate. What is doubly annoying is, we are the only Euro Country who follow these ridiculous laws – the rest just ignore them!

Couchy has everything in place and as a former owner at La Manga (I sold mine luckily 2 years ago) I can assure you the place buzzes. However, one word of warning, the scenery away from La Manga leaves a lot to be desired and you have to travel North for at least an hour if you want the prettier Spain. La Manga Strip may be worth a trip to some if only to see how many high rises they can get on a 23 mile long strip between two seas.

The good point is that everything is self contained, the golf is pretty good and you will bump into someone famous guaranteed. As MC has done deals over food prices, it all seems very good value to me.

To the cricket: slapped wrists because only a few Counties have sent their Fixtures in to Michael Webb via Chris Theedom. We are not printing Fixture Cards it was a cost worth saving in the financial climes.

So could you all please send in your Fixtures if you haven’t done so.

Also thanks to Gerald Wadley for organising the Play-Offs and Monrad system. Let us sincerely hope that we don’t have weather problems as we did last season. Remember, there is a facility for visiting Captains if heavy rain is forecast on the BBC Weather and other related sites, so as to stop unnecessary travel. We as a Committee are mindful of cost of aborted matches. Some ‘hard-liners’ don’t approve but we have to progress and the Internet Forecasts are 70-80% correct.

I will be letting you know of ‘Representative Cricket’ soon. One or two matches are in the pipeline.

I am always available if individuals wish to discuss something with me, either by email or by phone.

With Best Wishes

Martin Pearse

Hon. Chairman

