Chairman’s Notes

FINAL: will be between Cheshire and Sussex at :

Letchworth Cricket Ground

Whitethorn Lane

Letchworth

Hertfordshire

SG6 2DN

Tel: 01462 684530

On:  SUNDAY 19 SEPTEMBER  -  12 Noon

Umpires:  Mervyn Mann  John Stuck

Scorers: To be provided by each team

Buffet/Food: Provided by Spitfire  Championship for players, umpires, scorers and friends.

Prizes/Trophies: Given to both teams. All the trophies to be presented at AGM

Report: from Hugh Milner – Sussex v Yorkshire
Messrs Barnes and Milner arrived at the Honley Cricket Club, situated in the Yorkshire Dales and in the land of Compo Simmonite, Norman Clegg, Foggy Dewhurst and Nora Batty, at 9.30 am on the day of the Semi Final Match between Yorkshire and Sussex Over 60s.   Greeted by swirling fog off the hills and an outfield heavily glazed with dew and dampness from the fog, prospects of play did not look promising.   Returning later at 11.00 am, there had been little change except that the Sussex contingent had arrived in full and awaited the arrival of the Yorkshire team.  Strenuous work by the hard-working groundsman and one or two of the Yorkshire team rid most of the outfield from the appearance of dew and an inspection at 12.30 resulted in an agreement to start play at 12.45 but on a 40 over a side basis.   Andy Barnes won the toss and had little hesitation in opting to bat.   Taking the chance of getting off to a flying start, Barnes sent two pinch-hitters to the crease - Mark Shimmons and Tyrone Wildman.   To some extent, this back-fired with Wildman out in the first over, having drilled opening bowler Dennis Midwood through mid-wicket on the second ball he was stumped by Tom Stafford on the third.   Shimmons was then joined by vice-captain, Peter Grey, and 79 runs were added for the second wicket in the next 14 overs.   Shimmons was eventually bowled by Phil Taylor for 40 runs from 38 balls.   Successive batsmen kept the score rolling despite relatively tight bowling by the Yorkshire attack.   Peter Grey fell victim to a neat stumping by Stafford for 28 and the Sussex score progressed to 183 for 7 thanks to a fine not out 30 from John Johnson, assisted with 19 from captain Barnes and a similar score from Neil Chitty.   The Yorkshire bowlers, however, contributed to the total by bowling 16 wides.   
 

An excellent tea was provided was provided by the home club, Honley, and scored full marks for content and quality.
 

With the sun now threatening to appear and the fog diminishing into mist and ultimately burnt off by the sun, Sussex took the field.   Local opinion from the 100 strong crowd suggested that 183 was perhaps 40 runs light.   Richard Maharaj and Tyrone Wildman took the new ball and for the first 7 overs did not trouble openers, Miles Rawlings (Captain) and John Sanderson.   But once Maharaj bowled Rawlings for 10, Barnes threw the ball to Neil Chitty, and after his first over a Yorkshire supporter commented - "this lad can bowl".   And so it was to be.   Chitty mesmerised the Yorkshire batters with cunning changes in pace and flight and finished with exceptional figures of 4 for 23 in his 8 overs.   Mark Shimmons also excelled with his little drifters and his miserly bowling produced figures of 2 for 20 in his allotted overs.   John Sanderson (23) was the first of three stumpings by Mike Watson and apart from a hard hitting 28 from Fred Gunthorpe, ably assisted with a 31 from Dennis Midwood, no other batsman was able to cope with the guile of Chitty and Shimmons.   Yorkshire finished 23 runs short and the game finished in sunshine and the beautiful surrounding hills at last visible to the visitors and the Yorkshire crowd.
 

After visiting the Principality twice to beat Wales, and the weather, and the long trek north to Yorkshire, it was pleasing to the Sussex players and supporters that their travels across England had been well worth it.
 

Play Offs 5/8: Norfolk v Essex
Norfolk’s O60 Spitfire Cricket team lost the crucial toss on a 40 over rain affected wicket at Old Buckenham. Both Martin Pearse (2) and Ian Battelley (6) departed early and Norfolk never really recovered despite a valiant knock by John Lund (57). Richie Davies (26) contributed in a stand of 51 but 149-8 was never going to be enough.

Essex reached 104 in 25 overs without loss with none of the Norfolk bowlers achieving the same fire and penetration of the visitors. Although they took till the 39th over they never looked like losing.

Norfolk now play either Devon or Wales away for the 7/8 position.

Scores:

Norfolk 149-8.   J.Lund 57    J.Doughty 3-37

Essex     152-3   P.Marshall 51    R.Newman 61

Devon v Wales: 

Devon won a cliff hanger a la Duckworth Lewis on a rain affected afternoon. Details to follow.

Play Offs 9/6: Leicestershire v Somerset. Report Bob Ogden

Result of our (Leics) match v Somerset played yesterday 9/9/10 reduced by rain to 41 overs per side.
Toss won by Leics who invited Somerset to bat first.
Somerset 162 for 9 ( K. Lunn 30; J Intewala 2 for 25, K. Hague 2 for 35, G Wetton 2 for 25, R Cader 2 for 20 )
Leics 163 for 2 ( P. Haywood 67 no, R. Ogden 69 no; D Foster 2 for 30)
Leics recovered from 12 for 2 to win with 3.4 overs to spare.
 

I understand the next game with Derbys has been arranged for next Wed 15th. Sept.

International v Wales – Thursday 30 September

The team will be finalised this week

Martin Pearse 

Chairman

