Chairman’s Report – 2nd October 2010

Stan Rudder

It is with great sadness that I report that Stan passed away peacefully this week, aged 75. I only met him a couple of times, since we started playing Hampshire and he was a very, very likeable man. In over 150 county 50/60 matches, he was , for me as an opener, in the best two or three bowlers I have faced – in the Final last year on a batsman’s paradise, he took out Paul Rice and Richard Taylor with absolute peaches, to leave us on 14-2. We just batted out his allotted overs, he was too good to take any liberties against. This is born out by his incredible statistics in the Southern League and in Hampshire 50/60 matches. We include his full tribute from his Hampshire team mates here. A very sad loss.
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STAN RUDDER - A CRICKET LEGEND

Stan Rudder died peacefully this morning - 30th. September 2010. We first came to know of Stan when our son told us about this guy who was well into his 60s and still a bowler to be respected. We then got to know him better when we became a part of the Hampshire Seniors 60+ set up. Stan opened the bowling well into his 70s and was still a force to be reckoned with. He won an England 60+ cap against Australia in 2009. He bowled for the last time for Hampshire 60+ in the first game of this season taking 1 for 22 but his illness then prevented further participation. He was none the less still there cheering us on in the quarter and semi-finals of the National 60+ Spitfire Championship, offering his advice and encouragement from the boundary edge. He was really thrilled to be invited to the Rose Bowl to bowl against Dominic Cork - the last time he bowled (see picture). 

What a lovely man Stan was! It wasn't just his love of cricket but the way he played it - one of the true gentlemen of the game. He played to win but always with a smile and a respect for and an interest in, the rest of the team and the opposition. Stan had a zest for living. He went on all the Tours and what he did, he did with enthusiasm. He was always interested in developing young cricketers and had a deep knowledge and understanding of the game which he loved to share with others.

The love and respect so many people felt for him was evident at the Surprise Party thrown for him last year by his family. Click here to see the photos taken at the party
He was still dancing and joking when we left!!! We will all greatly miss his exuberance and his joy of living and send our condolences and best wishes to all his family.

Stan's funeral will take place on Wednesday 13th. October at 1p.m. at St Mary's Church, Fratton Road, Portsmouth, followed by a gathering of family and friends at Buckland Community Centre, Malins Road, Buckland in Portsmouth.

By Pat & Brian Hart.  (Hampshire Seniors Website)

Cricket

The International was cancelled the night before due to heavy rain fall reducing the outfield to a quagmire. The selected team will be ‘re selected’ for an International next season – we have matches planned so far v Wales and Australia.

Play Offs

The Monrad Yorkshire/Hampshire 3/4 and 5/6 Essex/Devon went unplayed and 7/8 saw match abandoned, Wales making 117-7 on 40 and Norfolk losing Rice and Lund very early to make them 9-2 in 8 overs. Ian Battelley (29*) and Martin Pearse (29*) were on course at 69-2 in 24 for a possible victory until Welsh rains enveloped the picturesque Merthyr Tydfil ground and Norfolk returned to their coach for the 265 mile trip refreshed after a few drinks in the club house, a very hospitable time for all.

We will be discussing all Monrads at the AGM, but overall consensus seems to favour continuing them.

AGM

Wednesday 3 November – 1pm at either Radlett Cricket or Rugby. Gil Collins has written to all Secretaries.  

Any player is entitled to attend.

However, only Secretaries will be allowed to vote or have any verbal input. 

All questions must be channelled through their respective County Secretary due to time restraints.

2011
I hope to have all the new Counties finalised by the AGM.  

