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With the new season 2 weeks old, already the mighty have fallen. Both Norfolk, the 2009 Champions and Hampshire, the 2009 Runners Up Plus 2008 joint Champions, fell at the first hurdle, albeit narrowly.. Norfolk batting first against Essex, amassed 282-5 (Paul Rice 87, Richie Davies 62 and Martin Pearse 49), and wrongly assumed (or obviously the bowlers did) that this would be enough. Not so, as Bob Newman blasted 57, Malcolm Wright 83 and aided and abetted by John Stuck (86), Essex overhauled the home team in the 42nd over. Hampshire, in contrast, must have also assumed they were home and dry when they restricted Surrey to 124 all out at Liphook, Jim Smallbone taking 4-22 as Arthur Bradbury top scored with 26  !  At 81-3, a collapse of epic proportions (don’t worry you are not alone – Norfolk 50+ did it the next day) saw the visitors romp home by 8 runs to ensure a degree of parity in what will undoubtedly be a hard fought division .

Elsewhere Devon put paid to newcomers Wales, winning by 32 runs at Sandford. Chris Theedom racked up 76, in the home teams 211 and the Welsh side seemingly remained in contention at 172-6. However, Stuart Munday removed Owen (44) and Jones (1) as the Devonians cruised home. A lot further north, at Norton CC to be precise, the combined Northumberland/Durham combo, racked up 232-9 with Tommy Nichols on 91 and Paul Nesbitt on 80 backed up by Eric Kirkbride on 40 not out. Cheshire Captain Andy Hurworth stabilised the visitors reply with 106 in 116 and Ian Brown’s not out 46 saw the Wirral siders home in the 43rd over.

Finally Sussex restricted Worcestershire to a miserly 154 at Ombersley and Andy Meads, with all the time in the world, scored 49 off 110, whilst master blaster (the D + M bat by the way) Andy Barnes hit 13 fours and one six in his 67 ball unbeaten 77.

With Essex easily winning their first match by ten wickets at northerly Louth, against home county Lincolnshire, the Gods have been on our side so far as the rains have yet to strike!

