Chairman’s End of Season Report 2010

The AGM, our third at Radlett Cricket Club, had a robust attendance, but out of the 21 Counties, only 12 attended, predominantly the Southern and Eastern Groups. Apologies came from Northumberland, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Cornwall, Devon, Somerset and Wiltshire.

Representitives from Derbyshire (Richard Owen), Leicestershire (Jeff Baxter), Worcestershire (Barry Briscoe), Hampshire (Gil Collins), Sussex (Hugh Milner), Kent (David Kelly), Surrey (Bill Munday), Berkshire (Ernie Tattersdill), Hertfordshire (Mike Dexter), Essex (John Stuck), Norfolk (Martin Pearse), Suffolk (Chris Watson), Cheshire (Andy Hurworth) Wales (Gordon Voke) were allowed to vote.

The Chairman thanked his Committee for all their hard work, especially Martin Couch for setting up and completing a very successful Cricket Festival in La Manga, Spain in October. Six teams participated, Victoria Australia, Spain, West Indies, Worcestershire, Surrey and Hampshire. Gerald Wadley also despite his illness, completed all the Rules, Regulations, Monrads and Play-Offs with great efficiency.

He also thanked Gil Collins for all his backup work behind the scenes getting the 2ndX1 Championship up and running and finally Chris Theedom for all the work he has done, co-ordinating the West Group. Unfortunately, Chris has had to resign, due to ill health and his role will be taken by Gwyn Blenkinsopp of Wiltshire  .Hugh Milner was voted on to run the 70+  and Richard Owen as the Northern Rep—Welcome to all !!!

A lot of work has gone on behind the scenes and five new Counties have indicated they wish to join: Middlesex, Gloucestershire, Warwickshire, Shropshire and Northamptonshire.

The West Group placements became a mite contentious as Worcestershire  preferred to play Gloucestershire in their group but Cornwall’s long written  plea  plus others from the West that Gloucester is far closer than Wales over rode any local love and friendships. Wales, like any County, have a duty to play some matches in West Wales. However, your Committee are fully mindful of logistics and the need to freshen up groups. Players have indicated they like to see new teams and experience new cultures!

Next season we are hoping four more Counties will be sufficiently advanced to come on board, notably Lancashire, Staffordshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. But for next season we have 26 teams split as follows, home and away:

West: Gloucestershire  Cornwall  Wiltshire  Somerset  Devon

South: Berkshire  Kent  Surrey  Sussex  Hampshire

Midlands: Wales  Shropshire  Warwickshire  Worcestershire  Northamptonshire

North: Lincolnshire  Northumberland  Yorkshire  Cheshire  Derbyshire

East: Leicestershire  Norfolk  Suffolk  Essex  Hertfordshire  Middlesex

We received an application for a ‘new’ County to be called London County to enter the competition, based on West Indians living in the London area. Despite a proposal and seconder from the Committee, it was out-voted and majority of representatives felt that it was a County Championship and that setting a precedent of inviting a ‘Club’ was not in the Constitution.

However, a number of friendlies will be arranged between ‘London Counties’ and Member Counties and we are looking at including a ‘Regional Tournament’ for 2011, encompassing all the best players from each Region v the West Indies/London Counties. Also, in time, Internationals.

Internationals: Only one ever played due to inclement weather. Next season we are playing Australia twice and Wales with others to be arranged.

The Treasurer’s Report showed a very healthy balance, which will be highlighted on the website in its entirety.

Balls: The Kreeda Balls were preferred (after a vote) for 2011
Sponsors: We will continue to use D&M for the rest of the kit. We are also very grateful to D&M for their Sponsorship, including their offer to update the website. Also, Giles Hilton at Shepherd Neame, Spitfire for his massive input  and eventually we can make this competition dwarf all others in the United Kingdom, especially as TV coverage is projected for next season’s Internationals. Sixties Cricket is progressing at a great rate of knots, as now shown by the emergence of seven/eight O70’s Teams, on a National Spitfire League!

