Chairman’s Notes up to 11th July 2010 

Some batsmen are making hay whilst the sun shines but none more so than Ted Levey. Hertfordshire’s batting firepower seemingly has increased  since the advent of the aggresive Colin Garside as Levey’s opening partner, allowing the latter to act as the fulcrum for the duration of the innings.  Levey’s amazing form takes him to the top of the run charts with 462, Martin Hall’s total includes one 2nd X! game, but even 291-4 was not enough as Suffolk batted consistently all the way down the order, Hames 63 & Brian Cole on 68* backed up by Capt Peter Webb (40*) in an unbeaten stand of 113 to record a five wicket victory with 28 balls to go. 

Lincolnshire had to concede due to late injury withdrawals as did Northumberland and Durham to Leicestershire. 

However, Northumberland and Durham did play Derbyshire who amassed 305-5. Farmer Giles, aka Rob Dumelow smashing the Northerners for 169, Durham falling 159 short.

Sussex’s Chris Bidwell (probably grateful Bob Phillips wasn’t playing!) saw his opportunity and crashed 131 in 129 balls, whilst Mark Simmonds blasted on 56 and Peter Grey 52 in 45. Sussex’s 304-4 was miles too much for Surrey who made 201-8, thereby cementing Hampshire’s 2nd place. Richard Maharaj was his usual consistent self, 9-5-10.2, this stint alone wrecked Surrey’s chances. 

Worcestershire won the battle of the basement by 6 runs, Colin Groves’ 85 seeing them to 237-4. Chris Harding replied with 104, but poor Berkshire at 219-7 ended up 231-6 short with Martin Woodward inflicting damage with 9-3-26-3.

Hampshire’s 256-9 saw Mike Swain (65) and Brian Hart (65*) with Colin Breed replying with 68 – not enough as Kent fell 33 short.

Down in the far West, Cornwall must have been reasonably happy with their 233-4 (T.Lester 87 and D.Phillips 57) but Somerset overtook them with a couple of overs to go with R.Cooper on 92 and J.Thackray on 58 to win by 7 wickets.

Wales cemented their second place and a possible home Quarter Final to Sussex amassing 303-3 with Peter Hall on 134* and Mike Staddon on 52. Wiltshire fell well short losing by 149 runs.

The Home International with Wales takes place this Thursday 15th at Falkland CC, Newbury, Berkshire. 1.30pm start. Manager Gil Collins has everything arranged with David Streak of Berkshire. The D & M kit is due to be sent to your’s truly and I will bring it with me. Look forward to seeing as many spectators as possible and hope that the weather doesn’t make a turn for the worst!

Martin Pearse

