50 ECB  Play-offs

Norfolk v Derbyshire

At Old Buckenham

August 7th 2011

Yet again, Norfolk O50 flat-lined and lost a play-off. Since inception in 1996, Norfolk O50  have won  their group 9 times out of 16, but have ever only won two  Play Off/ Quarter Final matches (Yorkshire, H 2000 and Hampshire, A 2005) but have now lost 7 at  home - Kent x 2, Notts, Cheshire, Derby, Yorkshire, Essex - and 2  away,  Lancashire and Channel Islands.

Derby won the toss and batted on a hard looking but slightly slower than usual Old Buckenham wicket. Opener Neil Sparham attacked from the start, a hard hit four first ball badly missed at cover. Not a good start. But Lester was soon in charge at one end, Sparham, always looking to attack, pulled a short one flat out, where Pearse took a great diving catch at square leg and then two caught behinds were refused much to the fury of the fielders. Both McGuiness and Tee survived and this cost Norfolk over a hundred runs. The next wicket fell – a good run out by a shocked Sayers, at 118, with a third coming soon after. 
However, where Norfolk actually lost the match was that Derbyshire had five bowlers who went for no more than 27, 31, 33, 34, 38, whilst Norfolk had 26, 33, 34, 56 and 66. So the last ten overs cost 94 and in the last ten Norfolk scored 55. A big difference. Lester, Shayles and King bowled very well.

Eventually Derbyshire’s total of 224-8 was way beyond what they thought they would achieve. In reply, Norfolk got off to the worst possible start with Coote (5) well caught by former England O60 player Rob Dumelow at slip and Sayers (5) looking uncomfortable against the very lively 15 pace Ottewell, plumb lbw, after a spate of verbals. So it was 16-2 in 10. The experienced Martin Pearse and John Lund started to repair the situation until the former cut one onto his stumps from leg-spinner Sparham for 11. At this stage both sides had the same runs and overs. At all times Derby attack held the ascendancy with virtually no ‘four’ balls allowing only 11 4’s as against Derby’s 26.

Lund (24), Ross (23) and newcomer Johnny Briggs (29) kept the store respectable but the eventual demise, all out for 173 occurred in the 43rd over.
60 Spitfire 1st X1 v Middlesex
Wembley C.C. 1st August 2011
The final Championship match saw Norfolk travel to North London for the second time in a month, this time the difference being the weather was glorious.

Ian Battelley, the third Captain in three matches, won the toss in scorching heat and sensibly inserted the opposition, who, apart from a happy innings of 74 from Cobill, saw them struggle to 155-8, with newcomer Derek Dewson and David James both getting a pair of wickets apiece, the former unlucky as a stumping was missed and a sitter in the deep.

Despite Pearse departing early, newcomers Andrew Scholey (26) and Trevor Farrow, pushed Norfolk towards the target and a century stand in a dozen overs between Farrow (62*) and Ritchie Davies (52*) saw Norfolk home in 32 overs, after being 58-1 on 20.
60 Spitfire 1st X1 v Leicestershire

Market Harborough - 26th July 2011

Norfolk cruised into the Quarter Finals v Yorkshire, away, on Tuesday 9th August, with a crushing 9 wicket victory over the 3rd place team, Leicestershire, who stood a slim chance of going second if they beat Norfolk emphatically. As it was, the boot was on the other foot, as a Norfolk team, unusually depleted from its regular squad, played to the top of the performance levels.

Newcomers Derek Dewson, Joe Perry (Mk 11) and David James, all fielded superbly with not one error, as Leicestershire electing to bat first, soundly wished they hadn’t. The enormous cracks in a very used and dry wicket caused the ball to fly, teeth or ankle high, each time the ball landed there. As it was, Colin Jackson bowled England debutant Bob Ogden for 2 and that sowed the seeds. Truly brilliant fielding saw four run outs and in all honesty there should have been a fifth but a senior player had a senior moment forgetting to stand behind the stumps, obviously having taken lessons from Evan Tuck. Ian Battelley plied his trade, with only 18 off his 9 and Leicestershire finally totalled 193-8 in their 45, so Norfolk already had four on the board – they needed 11 before the match to definitely progress to the Quarters. Both John Lund and Martin Pearse put themselves back in the England contention, however, with a superb opening stand of 170, Lund survived two very difficult, extremely hard hit chances, but after a very slow start 58 off 20, the pair accelerated at will so it was a big surprise when Lund was bowled by what used to be called a pea shooter off the very lively Interwala for a gutsy 83. Pearse, playing against his old county, had no intention at all playing a false stroke, unlike his last two dismissals, and ended proceedings on 84 not out, with Ritchie Davies on 8 not out.

There is now one more Group Match (with nothing to play for) against:

Middlesex at Wembley CC, Monday 1st August.

Team: Battelley, Pearse, Davies, Farrow, Scholey, Dewson, J.Perry (Mk II), James, Saunders, Broughton, Jackson.

Team Mini Bus meet: 

Dereham CC    9am

Mundford CC   9.45

Bartin Mills     10.30

60 Spitfire 1st X1 v Middlesex

Dereham 12th July  2011

Norfolk bounced back with an easy 9 wicket victory over newcomers Middlesex to virtually seal their play-off with either Yorkshire or Cheshire away on Tuesday 9th August (reserve dates Thursday 11th, Tuesday 16th, Thursday 18th  August).

The visitors, inserted, found Norfolk’s bowling too accurate and Ashdown’s figures of 9-2-3-22 reflected this, with sharp catches underpinning the proceedings. Apart from opening Walker’s 52, only King with an unbeaten 23, troubled the scorers, and Banham 2-6 and Davies 2-16 certainly won’t be treated so respectfully against Cheshire or Yorkshire....!!

Pearse’s week went from bad to worse with his first ever run of low scores, in  the 50 and  60 - 8, 0, 7, but with Rice and Lund completely in charge, the visitors were put out of their misery in the 23rd over, Lund on 56, Rice on 40.

Next match is Middlesex away, Wembley C.C. Wednesday 20th.

Coach meeting at Dereham CC, 9-15am and Barton Mills at 10-15am.
50 ECB

Norfolk v Leicestershire

Syston – 7th July 2011

A bad day for Norfolk 50 ECB who lost their six match unbeaten run in a crushing 5 wicket defeat, with 16 balls still remaining to hosts Leicestershire, who after twelve years of being second best, have reversed the status quo by winning for the last four years.

Norfolk inserted, moved their batting order around to allow some crease time to the ever waiting, Everett with 12 in 38 balls departed to a sharp catch off the very lively Simpson, who held the ascendancy over an apprehensive middle order. Coote, as implacable as aver, held the proceedings together, whilst Sayers 28 in 35 attacked when he wasn’t being. Lund (25) and Ross (30) both improved matters, but in hindsight  Norfolk didn’t attack the short straight boundaries enough and ended up 30-40 short, a rash of wickets falling in the last two overs, including Coote’s run out with 92 off 124 balls.

The formerly prolific Howard isn’t the force he was and departed to Bushell, walking half way down the wicket and seeming surprised to lose his leg stump. Simpson survived 9 balls and it was a relief to him when he went as well. With Lester completely in charge and Leics on 20-2, the visitors looked for the kill. Except that the stocky Willetts, after surviving by the skin of his teeth, suddenly launched in to Bushell and Shayles ----- and the fun started with fours and sixes all over the short perimeters.  With Waters 48 (in 105 balls) struggling, Willis plundered 92 in 72 balls and allowed Gordon 32 not out and Patel 19 not out to ruin Norfolk’s unbeaten record. Leicestershire can now come top, but Norfolk can reflect on not enough runs, always difficult to judge batting first, and a couple of missed catches out in the deep. Now a four week lay off to the home last 16 play off, probably at Old Buckenham.
60 Spitfire 1st X1 v Essex

Mattishall 5th July 2011

Mattishall has become Norfolk’s nemesis. Essex were miles better than the hosts on a slow turner, winning by nearly 80 runs. Essex inserted, struggled against very good bowling by Ron Ashdown and Colin Jackson who only allowed 58 runs between them in their 18 overs. The wheels came off, however, with their  replacements and for 12 overs it was carnage time before Mike Banham and Peter Brown somewhat rescued the situation. However, Bob Newman (62) had continued his run spree at the top of the National Charts and Malcolm Wright (74) despite a sharp let off on a caught and bowled continued the run chase. After these two, Essex had nothing in the tank and wickets fell at regular intervals to finish on 211-6.

Disastrous for Norfolk though as their top three were all removed for a combined total of 20 and missing Ian Battelley, the deficit was too much to bear. Only Ritchie Davies (53) - last out, troubled the visitors attack and Norfolk capitulated  in the 37th over.

A bad performance, but fate might play its hand yet as Norfolk have hopefully got it out of their system, and Essex cannot continue - by the law of averages -winning, currently 9 out of 9. Especially as, if both get through their Quarter Finals, looking like Essex v Wales and Yorkshire v Norfolk, then they meet again in Essex in the Semi’s.

50 ECB
Norfolk v Cambridgeshire

Sawston – 29th June 2011
A facile win against a weak opposition allowed Norfolk the benefit of a Home Tie in the last 16 play-offs, in August. Norfolk have now won six out of six and only have Leicestershire to play at Syston on Thursday 7th July, to conclude their group fixtures.

Cambridgeshire, missing Nigel Gadsby, were unable to lay a bat on Mark Lester and Kevin Ross, and after 25 overs  hadn’t reached 60, albeit with only one wicket lost. All this was to change as Trevor Shales and Andy King completely bottled up their mid overs, only conceding 39 in their 18, so much so Ross had a field day on his return spell. Brilliant one handed catches by Lester and an unusually alert Dickie Sayers saw Ross claim figures of 
9-1-17-4, on a real bowlers paradise. Lester showed why he is the best bowler in the East group 9-4-12-2, and the home team eventually struggled to 117-9 in their 45. Openers Peter Coote and Martin Pearse were just content to wait for anything loose, and the result was never in doubt as they took zero risks, hitting the target in the 32nd over with Coote on 62 and Pearse 32, with a massive 27 extras. 
Next week with nos 3-7only having batted four times, the order will be reversed so that everybody is hopefully more attuned for the play-offs.

60 Spitfire 1st X1 v Hertfordshire

Old Buckenham 21st June  2011

Norfolk’s emphatic nine wicket win over luckless Hertfordshire puts them firmly on course for a play-off spot with the top of the table clash with Essex in a couple of weeks time as the likely decider for the top spot.

 Winning the toss at Old Buckenham after rain is paramount and, luckily, Paul Rice did. On a seamer’s paradise Hertfordshire struggled, losing England Opener Ted Levey lbw early on to Tuck. After 18 overs of Ashdown and Tuck, the visitors were only on 44-2 and this presented Herts with a mountain they could never climb over. Newcomer Keith Martin, looked a cut above the rest with a solid 59, although his leg side strength  was marked. Their total of 162-8 really didn’t look enough and Norfolk’s ground fielding was the best the visitors had seen – Tuck’s arm to run out Martin from 60 yards showed that newcomers have a lot to learn.

Norfolk’s prolific opening pairing of Paul Rice and Martin Pearse virtually replicated the 50’s scenario three weeks previously at Old Buckenham and yet another century partnership unfolded, until Rice on 82 was out at 140-1 in the 35th. Pearse 65* and Lund 9* saw the home team through with four overs to spare.

50 ECB

Norfolk v Lincolnshire

At North Runcton

15.06.2011

A brilliant team performance by Norfolk saw them edge into the National Play-offs at the earliest opportunity with five wins out of five, against Lincolnshire at North Runcton. Lincolnshire decided to bat, a big mistake, as Lester and Bushell both claimed an early wicket. Lincolnshire stuttered for at least 20 overs, with  still less than 40. Captain Phil Taylor survived many aerial shots and after 25 overs, only 62 were on the board. In the end, the visitors accumulated 189-7 on their 45, which they certainly would have settled for after their early problems. Taylor’s 74 and Johnson’s unbeaten 42 were the sole contributions. Lester 9-1-24-2 and Bushell, 9-1-27-3 were the pick of the bowlers, but King’s analysis of 9-1-17-1 proved that spinners were valuable too.

With Norfolk’s opening trio averaging over 165 in their total careers for their county it was a total shock to see them all back in the pavilion for a total of 20. So it was left to the lower orders, so to speak, to prove they had it in them and, they did it in style. Lund looked in total command until he was brilliantly caught one handed for 30, debutant Eddie Weber smashed 30 in double quick time until he suffered a very dubious lbw, Kevin Ross’ 27 was just at the right time and Andy King’s 24 kept Norfolk well in front.

Winner of the match for the Home County, though, was Bernie Everett, whose temperament proved just perfect, block, cut  or pull  and his 40 not out sent Norfolk into the play-offs, still with Cambridgeshire, 29th June at Sawston, and Leicestershire, 7th July at Syston, to play.
60 Spitfire 1st X1 v Suffolk
Dereham 14th June  2011
Norfolk consolidated their second position with a narrow 3 wicket victory over Suffolk.

A green wicket from the weekends rain necessitated inserting the opposition and Norfolk’s five dropped catches, albeit sharp chances, allowed the visitors to edge past the 190 mark, 192 to be precise. There was plenty of effort in the field, just no luck, and it was only when the slow off breaks of Richie Davies were introduced that Norfolk started to break into the visitors batting. He removed both Bond (49) and Morgan (34) and ended up on 5-0-25-3.

Norfolk started like a train with the eternal partnership of Paul Rice (34) and Martin Pearse putting on 75 in 16, before Rice edged one to slip. Pearse’s leading edge when on 42, saw Norfolk on 88-2 in the 20th. 105 to get in 25 overs. Lund’s unlucky run continued as he was stumped thinking the ball had cleared the keeper and Suffolk’s chances were enhanced with Battelley’s dismissal for 21. Jackson, Tuck and Banham all departed but luckily for the home team, Ritchie Davies kept his head while others were losing it and his 42 not out, together with Andy Broughton on 8 not out, ensured victory for the home team.
60 Spitfire 1st X1 v Leicestershire
Market Harborough 7th June  2011
A nightmare end to a great days cricket. Never in all this correspondent’s years playing cricket has he had cause to condemn umpires, but this is the first.

The Spitfire Rules are Individual to this Championship – ratified by all 28 Counties at the AGM last November (and on the Website for all to see). No cut off times and umpires cannot make decisions about points. Unfortunately in this match, in short, both umpires would not listen to the Chairman of the Spitfire Championship and called time on the match at 8.pm, in brilliant sunshine, with 3 overs to go. A complete lack of common sense and stubborness to the point of idiocy. The match could have gone either way. But on calling time, with Norfolk the winners (by 3 runs) they ‘concluded’ the match to be a tie. This alone is not legal: umpires umpire the play, they do not have the authority to decide a winner. The Spitfire Committee are presently deciding whether there will be a Norfolk victory, or a replay. The ‘Tie’ result will not stand (yours truly is not allowed a vote).

To the match itself.

An eventful journey, 125 miles and a 10 minute sojourn  to watch a massive Flat fire in Corby! The wicket was as green as grass, but was a true belter, underneath, as always, at Market Harborough. (I played there for four years). Norfolk’s  innings started well with Martin Pearse and John Lund putting 103 in 22 before the latter hit one to mid wicket for 47. Pearse was caught for 62 off a full blooded sweep slog, by the same fielder, shortly after, and Norfolk stuttered slightly. One downside was the terrible running between the wicket from a couple of the batters, which cost at least 20 more runs. Either way, it was a real negative and not what we would expect from former champions and a county that realises that one run can make a difference between winning and losing. Norfolk’s total of 230-6, with Ian Battelley not out on 61, was slightly worrying – really should have been 260. 

Especially as George Fox started like a rocket with 2 fours off Tuck, and the home team were on 79 in 18, one over in front of the visitors before Fox was lbw to Ashdown 34. Haywood (22) continued, albeit steadily, whilst Bob Ogden kept Norfolk guessing. The introduction of Geoff Saunders did the trick, after going for 9 in his first, bowled beautifully to stultify the Leicestershire’s middle order. Suddenly a rush of wickets, with Mike Banham getting the all important stumping of Ogden for 68. Time clattered towards 8pm, and Cook took Banham for 13 in one over, but as the clock hit 8pm, Leicestershire were on 212-6, 3 runs behind the rate. Lots of animated discussion, but the two umpires were united in their belief, despite fielders protestations. And finally the edict. The match was a tie, again erroneous, and a sour taste and end to a great days cricket.

Who would have won?

Personally, Leicester must have been favourites, but Norfolk’s late comeback in the 50 + 60 recently, might have told a different tale. We will never know.
50 ECB

Norfolk v Northants at Old Buckenham

01.06.2011

A truly brilliant victory by Norfolk over long standing rivals, Northants, by 9 wickets at Old Buckenham. Historically, in the last 16 years since Norfolk entered the ECB Championship, Northants have been the only opposition with any form over us. We have beaten them 10 times to their 7. No other opposition side is remotely close to this.

Northants won the toss and, on what looked like a road, batted. Big, big mistake. Despite Bushell demolishing his wicket keepers left digits x 3, with 15 wides, he is a wicket taker, a la Peter Brown. Both always get wickets and with Lester, as usual, being unplayable at times, Northants lost wickets and struggled. The legendary Andy Pearson, huffed and puffed and struggled. 30 in 69 balls.

Newcomers Kevin Ross (Sparky) and Trevor Shales (no nickname as yet) have really set the bowling alight and two classy performances 9-2-20-3 and 9-2-22-1, saw Northants all at sea. Captain Denton contributed 40 in 77 balls and with evergreen Andy King in the groove 9-2-21-1, Northants totalled 159-9 in their 45. 

Openers Peter Coote, 4 years and the highest ECB average, 21-5-1149-152*-71.81 and Martin Pearse, 16 years and the highest National Run Aggregate, 116-9-4184-134*-38.69, knew what was needed and only Coote attacked initially. 44 in 11 with Coote on 35.

Pearse then accelerated and the target shrunk visibly with 100 up on 28. Coote’s 50 came up with a four as did Pearse’s shortly after and then progression was only halted at 142 with Pearse, ran himself out for 66 with six fours. Lund exorcised some demons, 7 not out, as Coote  ended up on 85*, in 112 balls, to ensure Norfolk really only need one more victory from the three remaining matches with Lincs, Leics and Cambs, to be sure of a play-off spot. Newcomer Eddie Weber fielded well and no doubt will be needed (to bat) at some time in the future after his prolific scoring in the 50 2nd X1 matches.

60 Spitfire 1st X1 v Essex

Halstead – May 31st 2011

Norfolk lost the top of the table clash with leaders Essex, in a tale of what might have been. Captain Paul Rice was put in an invidious position when a certain opening bowler decided the match was at Old Buckenham – not Halstead ??!! You can imagine the comments from yours truly, not suffering fools gladly (even elderly ones). So we had to bat. The wicket was, at first glance, a belter. But underneath the gloss, it wasn’t. A good start, 51 off 13, with ex Essex opener Stuart Turner and Barbadian Wayne Morgan presenting zero problems. They started when spinners Kevin Pratt and David Evans came on the scene. Evans soon snared Pearse (24) trying to melt him into Suffolk and only going as far as cover. Lund, to his total chagrin, was immediately run out by his business partner, a bad call and Norfolk 55-2. Rice improved the scoreboard as Lund circled the boundary – many times. However, Battelley (7) soon departed and Rice (56) hit one in the air, exit 3-79. Norfolk’s inning, unfortunately, didn’t accelerate as hoped, 51-0 in 13 became 105-4 in 29 and only from overs 34 onwards (130) did the improvement start. In the end 222-7 with Davies at 52 and cameos from Taylor (32) and Brown (24) didn’t seem enough.

Especially as the Essex duo of Little 1 and Little 2, aka Newman and Stuck, found the field placing to their liking. The former, either block or smash (deep and straight) continued his run spree unhindered by man or ball. The latter, first content to upgrade his average, nudged, nurdled, pushed and pulled at will. Only Battelley’s bowling caused respect. Although Norfolk’s leading wicket taker, Brown, way above anyone else in the 50 ECB + 60 Spitfire, amazingly didn’t appear until over 26 -- and removed Newman (82) virtually immediately. The damage was done, however, and despite Turner being bowled by Tuck for 20, Stuck kept his scorer (the Suffolk scorer, no less, who  has every run Stuckey has ever scored available for all to hear) ecstatic, and another valuable innings for his team, 87* together with Wright’s 23, including a simple drop, can happen to anyone, saw Essex home at the end of the 44th over, 223-2. Easy peasy.

Norfolk O50 ECB Championship

V Suffolk  - Mildenhall 

25th May 2011 

Another amazing fightback saw Suffolk’s dismal record against their arch rivals continue as they lost their last 7 wickets for 27 runs to lose by 25 runs on a well watered Mildenhall track. Batsmen hoping for a real belter (like Framlingham) were in for a shock as, like many grounds, the Mildenhall wicket had been well sprinkled and soaked to allow the binding, and much slower than expected. 

Norfolk inserted, soon found their bearings and Martin Pearse and Peter Coote concentrated on attacking the wayward Gallant, and runs flowed freely. Pearse, with well over 6000 runs for Norfolk, was first to go at 85-1 in the 20th for a six four 41 and Sayers started as he meant to continue – with a 4. Coote looked untouchable until he smashed a long hop down square legs throat (on 56). Unfortunately, apart from Ross (23) no one could give Sayers the strike or the support needed and the innings disappointedly slipped away to 226 all out, Sayers eventually being caught for 69. Booth’s analysis of 4-48 showed that the slower the ball, the more likely a wicket. 

The Suffolk openers started strongly and were in a virtually identical position, Tuck being severely punished for anything short. Newcomer Trevor Shales stopped the rot setting in and his 9 overs cost less than two of the previous incumbents. Suffolk did not hit him for more than 2 at any one time and he dismissed the dangerous Boughton (38). Captain Stubbs, obviously nervous, immediately contributed to running out Gallant with a silly call and then should have been back in the pavilion for the simplest of catches, so easy it was dropped. Ross also bowled beautifully and suddenly the home team were 94-3 in 23. 132 to get in  22. A stand of 80 by Dobson (44) and Stubbs (34) saw them take advantage when an errant Bix, hampered by injury and Tuck returned, but Norfolk’s ace in the pack was the re-emergence of Lester and Ross for the last 8 overs. Wickets tumbled on a regular basis as 174-3 became 184-8 and the home team knew they had blown it. Superb fielding saw two run outs by Lester and Ross and the visitors celebrated in the 42nd over with Suffolk on 201 all out. Lester 7-1 34-3 and Ross 8-1-27.3
Norfolk O50 ECB Championship

V  Bedfordshire at Ickwell

 May 18th 2011

Norfolk inflicted a resounding defeat on last years front runners Bedfordshire with a totally emphatic 9 wicket victory.

Another green watered grassy pitch – unbelievable considering it should have been bone hard due to the wonderful weather – saw the home team confident anyway as their star batsman Jeremy Page, was in their line up. Page, ultra aggressive, however, soon found the conditions not to his liking, as he prefers to chase the ball. As it was, Bushell and Lester chased him and after one confident lbw shout was turned down, Bushell raised his fist upwards as the second was upheld.  This setback took a lot of its sting out of the home team. (Page is historically responsible for nearly a third of his team run totals)  and wickets fell at regular intervals. Bushell, 9-2-11-3 and newcomer Kelvin Ross, 7-2-14-3, ripped the heart out while another debutant, Dorset boy Trevor Shales, after a nervous first over which went for 11, settled down and showed promise with 6-1-29-2. Result – Bedfordshire were bowled out for 113.

The result was never in doubt as Coote and Pearse (19) had 43 on the board in the first ten overs, before the latter was adjudged lbw, despite a massive 3lb edge first! Undeterred, Coote suddenly sprang to life and showed why he has been one of the very top batters in Norfolk for the last 30 odd years, smashing an unbeaten 69 in only 60 balls. Last weeks centurion Dickie Sayers tickled his way to a supporting 15 not out, content to let Coote dominate.

Two wins out of two, with Suffolk away at Mildenhall, 1.30 start next week. Suffolk also started confidently, easily beating Northamptonshire.

P.S.- The very large bird with jesses  was in fact an immature White Tailed Sea Eagle from the English School of Falconry at Biggleswade! And as a Red Kite came over immediately afterwards—it was quite a bird watching experience for the players !

60 Spitfire 1st X1 v Hertfordshire

Letchworth – May 17th 2011

Amazing that, after the longest, driest spell in forty years, another cricket ground should be green and watered. So much so, Norfolk were regretting batting first as both Croucher and Baker made life uncomfortable for Paul Rice and Martin Pearse. Rice (11) perished, attempting to hook (dolly) and Pearse (27) smashed one at full chat for a very good catch at mid on. Lund (56) and Ian Battelley regrouped somewhat, but Norfolk were always behind what would normally be considered a safe score -  with eight overs to go the total was 151-2, result, another hat trick at Letchworth, as Permitt removed Lund, Davies and a very questionable shout on Brown. Tuck (3) and Jackson (8) added a few and Ashdown’s 8 not out finalised with Battelley (injured hamstring) on 55 not out. Total 184-8. 

Herts started confidently with Pearse’s fellow England opener Levey (for the Australian Test Series in November), in fine form, with the hard hitting Croucher. With 20 overs gone and 82 unbeaten, things looked bleak. But this 60 team is something different and truly excellent fielding from Davies and Ashdown resulted in crucial run outs, with Brown finally given the ball, in the 21st over, result, Goldenballs took another prize with a typical sh—e ball, that of Levey. Brown is now the leading wicket taker in Norfolk Seniors cricket and has that very rare ability to always take crucial wickets. Suddenly the dynamics changed and Herts didn’t have anyone up to the opener’s standard to get on top of the visitors confidence. Saunders bowled an exemplary spell, 9-4-14-0 and all the while the gap got bigger for Herts. 36 needed off the last three resulted in some heart stopping moments, but Tuck and Jackson restrained with some nerveless bowling, to ensure a six run victory.

So Herts, after six years, still have yet to beat Norfolk.

Norfolk O50 ECB Championship

v  Huntingdonshire – May 11th 2011

Norfolk O50 ECB Championship team avenged last years heavy defeat by Huntingdonshire in a 3 wicket nail biter at Great Witchingham. Hunts inserted on a slowish wicket, started aggressively with Bushells waywardness punished despite a lucky catch at gully as Milne smashed a long hop straight to Bridgestock. After 6 overs Hunts were 36-1 and Lester at the other end, had not conceded a run. Hunts played themselves in and then got themselves out and at 141-5, Norfolk looked at a 185-195 total. However, the unsuspected happened. Ellerback, a natural, largesque slogger, smashed 55 in 30 balls, with some massive sixes off the returning Lester, whose last three overs conceded 43, so his analysis 9-4-43 really was unfair. Cue visitors total 240.

Norfolk started brightly, no apparent problems, until Pearse called for a single. A diving Ellerback ensured a run out for Coote (16 off 35) and the second wicket fell at 78 in the 16th over, when Pearse was run out (16 off 32) as well. Sayers, however, looked in fine form and regularly hit the boundary ropes together with Lund  (28 off 46). However, when Lund departed lbw, a mini collapse ensued and a period of ascendancy for the visitors as a nervous Everett, making his debut, found timing difficult. But, Sayers reached a brilliant 100 (115 balls), and then threw it away, and Everett, his confidence high, with King, progressed the score towards 240. Everett finally settled matters with three balls to go,with a brilliant 40 in 44 balls. Nervewracking!

Norfolk 60+ 10th May 
Norfolk and Essex are the only two unbeaten teams in the Spitfire National O60 Championship East, after round two .

Norfolk, playing Suffolk at the picturesque Mildenhall ground, were inserted on a well watered wicket, playing much, much slower than expected. A steady start between Rice and Pearse (30 off 10) escalated into their umpteenth century stand 101 off 20 and into 143 off 26, both in complete control, each hitting six fours. However, Cole, alternating between the weird and the wonderful, in terms of balls delivered, sent two in quick succession, result Rice bowled, 62, Pearse lbw 61. The dynamics then totally changed as both Lund and Battelley had to play themselves in and Suffolk, instead of staring down a barrel of 270+, were probably relieved the end total was only 243-5, Tuck doing his usual thing, charge down, cut, or charge down, aim for Norfolk (we were in Suffolk). His 21 not out, plus Davies 13 not out, saw Norfolk score 34 from the last four.

Suffolk started slowly and only Jones (25) showed any urgency against accurate bowling from Tuck, 9-0-44-2, and Jackson 8-0-31-2. The latter accounted for both openers but Boughton, the home team’s most accomplished batsman, went into a forward defensive shell and Norfolk, mightily relieved, saw the mid range 49 in 16 only grow to 119 in 35. Morgan briefly enlivened proceedings but Webb and Boughton only attempted to light the afterburners far, far too late and the resultant 90 in the last 10 was still 34 short. Suffolk can reflect what might have been and Norfolk content they gained another 22 in a relaxed mode, Battelley bowled beautifully, whilst Ashdown bowled in his usual vigorous manner and the fielding was very good, bar one football style non-stop (no names – the player will never do it again).

A vast improvement on the previous week.
Norfolk 60 v Leicestershire
Gt Witchingham – May 4th 2011-05-09

A lovely sunny day, a bone hard track, Leicester won the toss and perfect, Norfolk are asked to bat! Despite a rare occurrence of Pearse departing early, Rice, having survived with several lifted shots and Lund progressed at a fair rate. Rice eventually lost concentration and departed to Cader, bowled for 52. Batelley also, unusually, departed without troubling the scorer too much. Norfolk’s eventual total of 270-3 was in total debt to Ritchie Davies (85*) who took very little time to batter the opposition, arriving at 115-3 in the 26th and massacring Leicester with 100 in the last 10 overs, just enough time for Lund to score his second century for Norfolk, 104*.
However, 270 isn’t going to be enough, if what happened between 5pm and 8pm is replicated. Evan Tuck bowled 6 no balls and out of those, had one wicket (caught and bowled) and one dropped. Leicestershire should have won, but luckily for Norfolk, got their batting order wrong and the crucial middle overs, from 125-2 in the 26th didn’t accelerate at all, luckily for Norfolk, until too late. Fox ended up on 122 not out, but most definitely should have had more, and Haywood, looking likely to win the match with overs to spare, got out at 125. If Norfolk are to win against Suffolk and Essex, a big improvement is needed in fielding and bowling, although no lack of effort, just a thorough tightening up.
