SPITFIRE 60plus NATIONAL CRICKET COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

COMPETITION RULES 2012 (Ratified at November 2011 AGM)

(The words shown in italics and brackets are for information and/or guidance and do not form part of the rules)

1. TITLE

The title of the competition shall be the SPITFIRE 60 plus NATIONAL CRICKET COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP. The Rules and Playing Regulations also apply to the 2ndXI and 70 plus Competitions except where variations are shown. 
2. MANAGEMENT

2.1 A committee of a minimum of 7 officers will be elected at the Annual General Meeting of the Championship. All decisions will be taken by a simple majority but if necessary (i.e. when only an even number of the Committee is available) the Chair will have a casting vote. (The officers for 2012 are Martin Pearse (Chair), Martin Couch (Treasurer& Tours Organiser), Gil Collins (Secretary), Gerald Wadley (Rules, Regulations & Fixtures Secretary), Richard Owen, David Yorath and Hugh Milner (70plus Competition Organiser)). The committee may be elected for a 2 year period.

2.2 Individuals, other than the current Management Committee, wishing to stand for election should be proposed by one county, seconded by a second county and the nomination forwarded to the Secretary by 30th September prior to the November AGM.

3. ENTRY
3.1 The competition shall be open to the 39 counties with County Boards and the Channel Islands and will be by invitation. 

3.2 Counties who participated in the previous year’s competition shall automatically be included in the following year’s competition unless written notification to the contrary is given by 30th October. 

3.3 As an introduction to the competition Counties may be allowed to enter the competition by combining with an adjacent county but can normally only continue to compete as a combined county for a maximum of 2 seasons. Where there are extenuating circumstances the A.G.M. will extend this period for an individual combined county team. Combined Counties shall be allowed to enter the 70 plus competition without time restriction.
3.4 The annual entrance fee for each Competition will be set at the A.G.M. and paid by each County to the Treasurer of the Championship before the season for which the Fee is payable.

4. STRUCTURE
4.1 Counties will be divided geographically into 6 or more groups. (2 or more groups for 2nd XI competition and 1 or more groups for the 70 plus competition) Each county within a group shall play the other counties in the group Home and Away unless specified otherwise for an individual competition and season.

4.2 Once the group matches have been completed the top 16 county 1st XI teams will play additional matches (normally 4) (3 for the top 8 in the 2nd XI competition) in the Cup and Plate Competitions to establish their final position in the competition.

4.3 The top 1st XI teams (i.e. the winners, runners up plus a number of 3rd placed teams dependant on the number of groups and number of teams in each group)(top 8 for 2nd XI competition) shall go forward to the Cup and Plate competition.



The winners of the 1st round matches will then progress to the Cup competition whilst the losers shall 

go forward to the Plate competition. Participation in these competitions is mandatory. Failure to play 

any game (unless the match has been called off for inclement weather or an unfit ground at least twice) will 

result in a penalty of minus 11 points to any team conceding or agreeing not to play to be carried forward to the 

following season.
4.4 The remaining 1st XI 3rd placed teams, and all other teams (again dependant on the number of groups and number of teams in each group) (all remaining teams in the 2nd XI competition) shall go forward to the Bowl competition in which participation will be optional. 

4.5 For any season the teams in each pool will be defined in a Cup, Plate & Bowl programme issued by the Fixtures Secretary following the AGM in November preceding the season.
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5. QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS

5.1. All players must be aged 60 years or over on the date of the match being played except that two players aged 59 on the date of the match being played is allowed in each team.  Female players aged 55 or over may be included in addition to the two 59 year olds. For the 70 plus competition players must be aged 68 years or over (Female players 65 years or over) on the date of the match being played. 

5.2 Players must be bona fide members of a club in the County he or she is representing or have been born or be resident in that county

5.3 
Players shall represent only one County in the competition in any one season.  
5.4
Overseas players must have been resident in the U.K. for one year prior to the commencement of the season unless they are qualified under rule 5.2 above (usually by birth) and are normally resident in a country of the European Economic Area (i.e. European Union Countries, Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein) or Switzerland.

5.5
No player may represent different counties in any seniors’ inter county competition unless they have done so in 2009 or earlier.

5.6
Any eligible player may play in the 2nd XI but the competition is designed for those not selected for 


the 1st XI. Regular members of the 1st XI should not be selected for the 2nd XI unless there are 


extenuating circumstances e.g.  A player returning to cricket after a lengthy absence due to injury, 


illness, etc. In only very extreme circumstances (no other player available at short notice) should a 


player who is a current international representative be selected. Most counties have at least 6 ‘hard 


core’ members of their first XI and it is an apparent abuse of the freedom of selection agreed at the 


2009 Annual General Meeting if any of these players appear in the 2nd XI unless there are exceptional 


Circumstances and a 2nd XI team cannot be raised without inclusion of a regular 1st XI player.


2nd XI teams may field up to two 59 year olds but they should not be regular current members of the 


over 50s 1st XI team. 


The intention to play a 1st XI player in accordance with these conditions MUST be advised to the 
Opposition Manager or Captain as far in advance of the match as possible, normally at least a day 
before the scheduled match.


The following are guidelines for captains and managers when as a last resort they have to include a 
hardcore 1st XI player in a 2nd XI team.


1. If a regular 1st team batsman (who normally bats 1 to 6 in the 1stXI) is selected he should not bat above 

       
Number 7 in the batting order.

2. If a regular 1st team bowler (who has bowled at least an average of 6 overs per match in the 1st XI in the 
current season) is selected he should only bowl a maximum of 5 overs in a 2nd XI game.


3. If a regular 1st XI all rounder is selected he should comply with both the requirement of 1) and 2) above


The Management Committee will be scrutinising teams to eradicate any abuse that takes place and 


will consider any complaints made by a team about the composition of the opposition team. If abuse 


occurs significantly affecting the result of the match the committee will deduct any points 


scored by the team abusing this rule. The points for a win will not be awarded to the team making 


the complaint but they will keep the bonus points awarded in the match. As an alternative the Management Committee (or a Disputes subcommittee acting on behalf of the Management Committee) may order the match to be replayed.
6. CRICKET BALLS
Each County shall provide one new ball for each match, the balls being identical and supplied through the Management Committee.
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7.
UMPIRES and SCORERS
7.1.
Each County shall provide a qualified umpire for each 1st XI Group , 1st XI Bowl, 2nd XI and 70 plus match, but where both counties agree the Home County will supply both umpires, the cost of one umpire being paid by the Away County. (In 2nd XI and 70 plus matches an independent (i.e. non playing) unqualified umpire may stand if a qualified umpire is not available). As far as practicable independent umpires will be provided for 1stXI Cup and Plate matches.


7.2
All participating counties in the Spitfire Championship must supply the names of two umpires prepared to stand  

as neutrals in matches in the 1st XI Cup & Plate matches
late July, August and September to the Umpires 


Secretary by the end of June. (Or earlier if required by the Umpires Secretary). Umpires will be asked to stand 

at venues as close to their home residence as possible and their names and contact details will be supplied to 

both teams. Each Umpire will be paid a standard fee (for 2012 £35) by one of the participating teams where 

neutral umpires are appointed.

7.3
Each County shall provide a scorer for each match.

8.
MATCH ARRANGEMENTS
8.1 The home County shall be responsible for all match arrangements but the away county is equally responsible for ensuring fixtures are arranged within the prescribed time scale.

8.2 1st XI matches will be scheduled for Tuesdays unless agreed otherwise by the two counties concerned. (2nd XI and 70 plus matches will be arranged on days and dates by mutual agreement) A non mandatory fixtures schedule will be prepared by the Championship Fixtures Secretary for 1st XI and 2nd XI matches.
8.3 County Managers must arrange all matches within the prescribed time scale with all Group matches completed by the penultimate or last Tuesday in July. Counties should arrange replays of matches not completed as soon as possible after the date of the original date and should not arrange first dates for any matches or replays of matches originally scheduled for May or June in the last week of the period allocated for Group matches.

8.4
The home County shall be responsible for any hire charges for the ground.

8.5 
The Management Committee will organise the FINAL, PLATE FINAL and BOWL FINAL dates and venues for both 1st and 2nd XI competitions as early as possible. The 1st XI FINAL will be organised at a prestige ground if possible but otherwise all Finals will be organised in counties as close to the geographic centre of the competition as possible. (e.g. they could be arranged in Hertfordshire or Worcestershire but not in Durham , Kent or Cornwall)

8.6
1st XI Cup, Plate & Bowl Matches will be arranged for Neutral grounds when the return journey for the team 

drawn Away is more than 300 miles from the Designated County Centre (usually the County Town e.g. Derby 

for Derbyshire) to the match venue unless the Away team agrees to travel to the Home venue or the match is 

between two teams originating in the same Group.


8.7
Every county (except Northumberland/Durham, Kent, Wales and Cornwall (as they are at the geographic 


extremes)) shall book a ground for each date prescribed for 1st XI Cup, Plate and Bowl matches. The ground 

may be required as a Home venue (if the opposition is from the same Group or has to travel a return journey of 

300 miles or less) or as a Neutral venue (where the distance from the Designated County Centre to the Home 

venue is more than 300 miles return journey and the Away County does not wish to travel to the Home venue). 

In practice the grounds in the Central and Midlands Groups are most likely to be used as Neutral grounds but 

grounds in other counties may be required (e.g. a ground in Lincolnshire or Leicestershire for a match between 

Northumberland/Durham and Essex.) Designated County Centres as agreed on behalf of the Management 

Committee will be published by the Fixtures Secretary before the start of the season.

8.8 
Other than the fixed dates for the Finals as specified above the Cup, Plate & Bowl 1st XI matches will be played 
as follows:
Round 1- on the first Tuesday following the last date for Group matches (for 2012 Tuesday 31st July)

Round 2 - on the third Tuesday following the last date for Group matches (for 2012 Tuesday 14th August)

Round 3 - on the fifth Tuesday following the last date for Group matches (for 2012 Tuesday 28th August)
Round 4 - on the seventh Tuesday following the last date for Group matches (for 2012 Tuesday 11th September)
8.9
If due to inclement weather matches are not played or are incomplete on the above dates replays will be as follows:

Round 1- on the second Tuesday following the last date for Group matches (for 2012 Tuesday 7th August)

Round 2 - on the fourth Tuesday following the last date for Group matches (for 2012 Tuesday 21st August)

Round 3 - on the sixth Tuesday following the last date for Group matches (for 2012 Tuesday 4th September)
Round 4 - on the eighth Tuesday following the last date for Group matches (for 2012 Tuesday 18th September)
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8.10
Should the AWAY team travel AND the fixture is incomplete or not commenced the HOME team will then travel AWAY to complete the fixture, provided that the AWAY team has the option to agree to travel again.  If however the AWAY team decides to travel (or continue to travel if contact is made en route) when advised by the HOME team that play will probably be unlikely and the match is incomplete or not commenced the AWAY team will travel again for the replay. (Guidance note: if the match is called off is later than 10.30 a.m. and the majority of the AWAY team have travelled more than half way of their journey the AWAY team will normally be considered to have travelled)

8.11
If the matches are not completed on either of the above dates a further replay will normally be scheduled for either the Thursday or Friday following the original replay date.
8.12
Counties may agree to play their Cup, Plate & Bowl 1st XI matches BEFORE the scheduled dates shown above but not AFTER the scheduled dates.

8.13
Championship matches shall take priority over friendly and tour matches. Counties should only arrange friendly and tour matches if they have the playing resources to accommodate these games as well as their Championship fixtures and should be prepared to rearrange these to accommodate Championship replays.

8.14
Any requests for clarification of the Rules and Playing Regulations should be referred to the Rules and Regulations Secretary.

8.15
In the event of any dispute the decision of the Management Committee shall be final. Disputes 


should be referred to the Rules and Regulations Secretary who will pass the dispute to the 60 plus 


1st XI Disputes Sub Committee consisting of the Secretary and 2 other members of the Management 


Committee (for 2012 Martin Pearse and Richard Owen with Gwyn Blenkinsop as 


reserve if any of the 3 counties represented by the designated members are involved) or the 2nd XI 


and 70 plus Disputes Sub Committee consisting of the Secretary and 2 other members of the 


Management Committee (for 2012 Hugh Milner and Martin Couch with Gerald Wadley as reserve if 


any of the 3 counties represented by the designated members are involved).  

9. MATCH RESULTS
All match results, including details of scheduled matches postponed or unfinished, must be notified by e-mail to the Website Administrator by the Home County within 24 hours of the conclusion of a match. (The required information is: Team names; toss winner; team batting first; runs scored; wickets lost; overs received; result of match; points scored; individual performances (50 runs or more;5 or more wickets; 4 catches; three stumpings; hat tricks and other items of note)). The Home County is responsible for updating the Play Cricket site with full scorecard details within 3 days of the match. 

10.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
10.1
An Annual General Meeting will be held in early November of each year where the Entrants, 
Competition Rules, and Playing Regulations for the following season will be confirmed and the 
Management Committee elected. Rules and Regulations can only be amended at an AGM, an 
Emergency General Meeting or by electronic consent of a majority of counties but clarifications may 
be issued, where required, by the Management Committee. The President should, where possible, 
chair the AGM or any EGM.

10.2
At the AGM the Treasurer will present an Income and Expenditure Account for the year to the 
preceding 30th September, a Balance Sheet as at that date and a Budget for the current year.
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