SPITFIRE 70plus NATIONAL CRICKET COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

COMPETITION RULES 2011 
(The words shown in italics and brackets are for information and/or guidance and do not form part of the rules)

1. TITLE

The title of the competition shall be the SPITFIRE 70 plus NATIONAL CRICKET COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP. 

2. MANAGEMENT

The control of the Championship shall be undertaken by the organiser appointed at the Annual General Meeting (for 2011 Hugh Milner) together with officials of each participating county.
3. ENTRY
3.1 The competition shall be open to the 39 counties with County Boards and the Channel Islands and will be by invitation. 

3.2 Counties who participated in the previous year’s competition shall automatically be included in the following year’s competition unless written notification to the contrary is given by 30th October. 

3.3 Counties are allowed to enter the competition by combining with an another county.
3.4 The annual entrance fee for each County will be set at the A.G.M. and paid to the Treasurer of the Championship.

4. STRUCTURE
4.1 Each county within a group shall play the other counties Home and Away.

4.2 Once the matches have been completed and if time permits the top two teams will play each other in a Final.
5. QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS

5.1. All players must be aged 68 years or over on the date of the match being played. Female players aged 65 or over may be included. 

5.2 Players must be bona fide members of a club in the County he or she is representing or have been born or be resident in that county

5.3 Players shall represent only one County in the competition in any one season.  
5.4
Overseas players must have been resident in the U.K. for one year prior to the commencement of the season.

5.5
No player may represent different counties in any seniors’ inter county competition unless they have done so in 2009 or earlier.

6. CRICKET BALLS
Each County shall provide one new ball for each match, the balls being identical and supplied through the Management Committee.
7.
UMPIRES and SCORERS
7.1.
Each County shall provide a qualified umpire for each match, but where both agree the Home County will supply both umpires, the cost of one umpire being paid by the Away County.

7.2
Each County shall provide a scorer for each match.

8.
MATCH ARRANGEMENTS
8.1 The home County shall be responsible for all match arrangements but the away county is equally responsible for ensuring fixtures are arranged within the prescribed time scale.

8.2
The home County shall be responsible for any hire charges for the ground.

8.3
If a match is postponed or no result ensues because of inclement weather every effort should be made to rearrange the fixture within the prescribed dates. The home team shall, within 7 calendar days, provide the opposition with at least two alternative dates on which the match may be rearranged. Once the date has been agreed the Organiser and the Website Administrator (Michael Webb) must be advised.

8.4
In the event of any dispute the decision of the Organiser shall be final.  
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9. MATCH RESULTS
All match results, including details of scheduled matches postponed or unfinished, must be notified by e-mail to the Website Administrator and the Organiser by the Home County within 24 hours of the conclusion of a match. (The required information is: Team names; toss winner; team batting first; runs scored; wickets lost; overs received; result of match; points scored; individual performances (50 runs or more;5 or more wickets; 4 catches; three stumpings; hat tricks and other items of note)). The Home County is responsible for updating the Play Cricket site with full scorecard details within 3 days of the match. 

10.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
An Annual General Meeting will be held in early November of each year where the Entrants, Competition Rules, and Playing Regulations for the following season will be confirmed and the Management Committee elected. Rules and Regulations can only be amended at an AGM, an Emergency General Meeting or by electronic consent of a majority of counties but clarifications may be issued, where required, by the Management Committee. The President should chair the AGM or any EGM.
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