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The following extracts are with the permission of Peter Hartland who wrote Sussex Over 50s Championship Cricket – 1984 to 2008 available from Hugh Milner at £5.00 plus postage.

IN THE BEGINNING
The idea of an Over 50s county cricket championship originated in East Anglia during the early 1980s. The Sports Council were planning a national Over 50 awareness campaign in 1983, part of which involved their Eastern Region organising a cricket tournament. Dunlop agreed to sponsor the competition on the understanding that matches would be played on their artificial pitches. Originally these pitches had consisted of a dense concrete slab covered by a mat of synthetic or natural fibre. By 1983 the material had evolved to synthetic grass. Bedfordshire, Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk took part in the mini-tournament, with Essex, led by former county captain Brian Taylor, defeating the other three to emerge as winners. The National Cricket Association liked what it saw and organised a national knockout competition the following year with eighteen counties. Dunlop’s sponsorship continued, along with the artificial surfaces. Matches were forty overs a side. 

League cricket had thrived since the turn of the century in the North and West Midlands, but not in the South where amateur tradition held sway right up to the late 1960s. For many years the Club Cricket Conference forbade its members to partake in leagues, threatening them with expulsion if they disobeyed. This did not prevent smaller clubs forming local leagues. In Sussex several towns set up district leagues; the Cuckmere Valley League began back in 1905 and lasted 101 years. But the big clubs of the South, and most of the best cricketers, played only informal friendlies where the guiding philosophy, not always followed, was to play with opponents as well as against them. It was not until the 1970s that county-wide leagues became established across the Home Counties and beyond. Before then, a formal national Over 50s championship would have been inconceivable. By 1984 it seemed worth a try.

Matches could only be staged where there was a Dunlop synthetic pitch and not every county possessed one. Sussex were fortunate to have access to two such pitches at Crawley and Sidley. Their first game was against Kent at Sidley, home ground of opening batsman Jimmy James who had captained the Club Cricket Conference in the past. Accustomed to the wicket, James made 50 without any trouble. His opening partner, John McLaughlin of Arundel, scored 100 and Sussex closed on 203-6. Kent found difficulty adjusting to the extra pace off the artificial surface and were all out for 81, Ken Eborn of Lewes Priory taking 3-25.

James and McLaughlin made another good start against Surrey at Crawley, scoring 71 and 52 respectively as Sussex reached 226-5 in their forty overs. Surrey were bowled out for 189, Mike Gammon from Littlehampton capturing 4-35. Quarter-final opponents Hampshire failed to raise a side and, with their Dunlop mats available, Sussex maintained home advantage for the semi-final against Worcestershire. The Crawley surface proved more awkward this time as, batting first again, the hosts managed only 134-9, ex-Sussex county South African Denis Foreman making an important 33. Worcestershire were cruising at 77 for no wicket with half their overs remaining when Barry Pannett of Hailsham struck with 4-12 and the visitors collapsed to 110 all out.

The final was against Essex, winners of the prototype tournament the year before and playing on home territory, the county ground at Chelmsford, in front of a crowd of over two thousand. Brian Taylor was still captain. On a cold, unsettled September day, Sussex batted first once more and found themselves six down in twenty overs with eighty on the board. Mike Thomas of Rye then came to the rescue, cleverly farming the strike to score 54 not out and raise the final total to 147-8. After tea Essex lost their skipper early on then progressed calmly towards their target. A little too calmly. As black clouds, thunder and lightning circled the ground, Taylor exhorted his men to get a move on. They were only four wickets down, but when the storm drove the players from the field for good, 33.4 overs had been used up and Essex had made 123. The match would be decided on run rate. As the calculators got to work it became apparent that Sussex had won by the narrowest possible margin. Had Sussex bowled one fewer ball, or Essex scored one more run, the result would have been reversed. 

NCA President and former England captain Freddie Brown presented Sussex skipper John O’Connor with an impressive trophy and a cheque to the Sussex Cricket Association for £1,000. As winning captain O’Connor also received a new carpet! It still covers the floor in his home today. Mike Thomas won the Man of the Match award - luggage cases from a local firm – and each of the winning players was given an engraved tankard. During the build-up to the game several Sussex players had given interviews to local press and radio, and Sussex radio stations broadcast updates of the final as the match progressed. The competition was high profile, due in no small part to Dunlop’s generous sponsorship. During the winter Dunlop pulled out, and subsequent tournaments never featured the same razzmatazz. The Sussex Cricket Association Handbook reported that “The cricket was of a high standard and played in an exemplary sporting spirit, providing a new lease of cricketing life to many who must have felt that their days of representative cricket were far behind them”. 

Sussex used only twelve players during the campaign: O’Connor, Eborn and John Winter (a spinner who got through his overs very quickly) from Lewes Priory, Mike Gammon and formidable wicket-keeper Brian Smith from Littlehampton, Barry Pannett and Doug Fermor of Hailsham, Mike Thomas (Rye), Ron Capon (Crowhurst Park), Denis Foreman (ex-Sussex) and opening bats James (Sidley) and McLaughlin (Arundel). Ken Eborn was twelfth man for the semi-final and final. Over 50s cricket must have seemed an easy game to these men: from McLaughlin’s hundred in the initial match at Sidley, to the winning of the championship at the first time of asking. In the midst of all the publicity, they probably still did not realise the full scale of their achievement. A further dozen years would pass before another Sussex batsman registered a 50+ championship century. And the county has never reclaimed the title.

The following year the competition expanded to 21 counties with the holders drawn away to Hampshire at Basingstoke in the first round. Hampshire managed to get a side together this time. Sussex won the toss, batted as usual, and made 184-5 in their forty overs, Ken Eborn top-scoring with 32. Fifty-six year old Ken Suttle made his 50+ debut in this game, having retired from first-class cricket in 1971 with over thirty thousand runs to his name. Hampshire’s openers put on 121 for the first wicket before Eborn and Suttle with left-arm spin got the visitors back into the game. It went down to the penultimate ball with Hampshire’s eighth wicket pair scrambling the winning run. The champions had departed at the first hurdle. Lancashire beat Wiltshire in the final.  

In 1986 the NCA organisers introduced regional groups, the winners of which qualified for the quarter-finals. Sussex were placed in the South East group with Hampshire, Kent and Surrey. With Dunlop’s sponsorship ending after 1984, most games were now played on natural turf so faced normal vulnerability to the weather. Group matches were not rearranged. Sussex’s first match against Surrey at Three Bridges was rained off with the home side 94-1, Jimmy James 59 not out. Kent were beaten by six wickets at Gore Court. Former county professional Les Lenham, then a prominent coach, played his one and only Sussex 50+ championship match, picking up 3-30 with off-spin. Mike Gammon took 4-36 and Brian Smith stumped three and caught two. Chasing 167 to win, Sussex got there comfortably with Denis Foreman (74) and John McLaughlin (32) adding 121 for the first wicket. Revenge was taken on Hampshire at Three Bridges, Eborn claiming four wickets and Foreman three in the visitors’ 161-9. Sussex won by three wickets, Arundel’s Ian Goord striking a quick 45 not out. That meant the longest trip yet to the county ground at Cardiff for a quarter-final against Wales, who in 50+ terms have always ranked as a county rather than a country. Unfortunately Sussex could only muster what is still their lowest-ever all-out total: 94. Wales won by six wickets and progressed to the final at Chelmsford where Essex were again lying in wait. This time home advantage was made to count. 

1987 was a wet summer and the third gloomiest of the twentieth century in terms of lack of sunshine. Sussex played only one of their group matches, a disastrous encounter with Surrey at Esher. With the weather looking doubtful two of the Sussex team phoned the Esher groundsman, who told them the game was off. While they put their feet up at home, nine colleagues travelled to Esher. To add to Sussex’s woes, ex-professional swing bowler Gerry Cogger injured himself in the morning and had to be replaced at short notice. After quite a bit of hanging around at the ground, the captains decided to play a thirty-over match. Nine-man Sussex fielded while Surrey made 143-4, Ian Goord picking up a couple of wickets and Ken Suttle conceding only thirteen runs from his six overs. Heavy rain hit the pitch before the covers could be manoeuvred into position again, causing the match to be reduced further, Sussex being set 96 to win in 20 overs. They managed 72-7, only Goord (23) reaching double figures. Berkshire claimed the title this year: the first Minor County to triumph but by no means the last.

Perry Contract Hire put up sponsorship in 1988 when Sussex’s strongest side to date, possibly our strongest ever, reached the semi-finals expecting to go further. No fewer than six ex-professional cricketers were present. As well as Suttle, Foreman and Cogger, there were Derek Semmence, Gordon Potter and David Stripp, joining old hands O’Connor, James, McLaughlin, Thomas and keeper Brian Smith. Three more useful cricketers, Lloyd Stickells (Little Common), Rick Stammers (Rodmell) and John Saunders (Chichester) completed the squad. Crawley Down’s Stripp, like Cogger, had been classified fast-medium in first-class cricket and was still distinctly sharp in the amateur game. 

The two group matches played were close affairs. At Sussex’s now favoured home ground, Three Bridges, Middlesex were inserted and restricted to 119-8, Cogger taking 3-8 in eight overs, Suttle 1-12. The hosts won by four wickets off the penultimate ball, Foreman making 37 and James 27. Kent posted a competitive 175-7 at Staplehurst before Sussex knocked the runs off with four balls remaining. Semmence scored 56 and Suttle 44. Back at Three Bridges for the quarter-final against Surrey, Gerry Cogger on home territory went a long way towards deciding the match in his first over, claiming three wickets. At this stage of his career Ken Suttle was not the most mobile member of the team and was still ambling towards his position at fine leg when he heard loud celebrations behind him. John O’Connor, standing cheerfully close at short-leg as usual, had picked up the Surrey opener first ball. Cogger finished with analyses of 8-6-8-4. With Stripp taking 3-8, O’Connor 2-7 and Saunders 1-4, Surrey were dismissed for 34 in 24 overs, the lowest total ever recorded in a championship match that Sussex have been involved in. At Three Bridges again, semi-final opponents Devon included ex-county players of their own in Dave Halfyard (Kent) and Terry Barwell (Somerset). Their strong batting side rattled up 215-2, a formidable total in those days. Stripp and Cogger kept the batsmen in check early on but the rest of the attack went for seven an over. Sussex made a respectable reply, Suttle, Foreman and Potter getting into the forties, but ended up 25 runs short. Halfyard took three wickets for Devon who went on to beat Lancashire in the final: another Minor County success.

Foreman and McLaughlin bowed out after 1988, as did the feared opening bowlers Cogger and Stripp. Another ex-Sussex professional, sports journalist Peter Laker appeared in 1989 at the age of 62. Sussex reached the semi-final again, losing to tournament winners Kent at Tunbridge Wells.

SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHIP

The South East counties started a Second Eleven competition in 2001, initially with six sides. It was named The Home Counties 50+ “A” Team Championship. In 2006 Berkshire and Buckinghamshire boosted the membership to eight. To ensure counties pick genuine second teams, the organisers stipulate that any player appearing more than twice for the First Eleven during the year in question becomes ineligible for the Seconds. The Second XI competition begins towards the end of the First Team championship group stage. Partly to counterbalance this, second teams may field two 49 year olds, who can make a big difference. Each county plays the others once with the top two in the table meeting in the final. Hertfordshire have been the most successful side with three titles and two other appearances in the final. Surrey and Kent have two wins, the former contesting three further finals. Sussex reached one final in 2003. 

Sussex began the first season of 2001 with a win over Middlesex, Peter Gould (Hastings) making 87 and John Osborne (Pett) 64. Hertfordshire were also defeated, but the momentum was not maintained thereafter. Gould scored another 50 against Surrey who included ex-Pakistani Test cricketer Wasim Raja in their ranks. A similar pattern emerged the following year, which ended with two defeats as holidays took their toll. The opening match of the 2003 season took Sussex to Walton on Thames, where Surrey were restricted to 159-5 in their 45 overs and defeated by three wickets with seven overs to spare. Mark Shimmons top-scored with 51. Kent were beaten easily at Horton Kirby. Gould (73) and Shimmons (44*) batted aggressively to set a total of 203-7, then Dave Green (Tunbridge Wells Borderers) took 3-11 in eight overs as the home side went down by seventy runs. 

Green claimed another four wickets at Uxbridge in Middlesex’s 206-8. The visitors looked well set with Sussex Martlets pair Richard Seager and Derek Semmence in together, but both were run out in the forties after which the innings folded to 169 all out. At Hastings, Essex’s lively new ball bowlers were blunted by Peter Grey (Seaford) and Mervyn Jones (Chiddingly) before Semmence made a classy 73 not out then took two late wickets as Sussex triumphed by 20 runs. Another close game went Sussex’s way at Glynde against Hertfordshire. Skipper Brian Scollay claimed Sussex’s first five wicket haul in this competition as Herts were dismissed for 159. Grey made 40 and Green 30 as Sussex scraped home eight wickets down with an over remaining. This brought qualification for a final against Kent at Gore Court. 

Batting first, Sussex totalled 188-5 with Seager contributing 69 not out and Shimmons 43. Kent got off to a slow start, Tony Woods (Groombridge) causing problems with the new ball while conceding only 22 runs in nine overs. The later batsmen played more freely and knocked the runs off fairly easily for the loss of four wickets. It was subsequently discovered, however, that Kent had fielded ineligible players who had appeared that year in more than the two First Team championship games allowed. The title was awarded retrospectively to Sussex. 

OVER 60s TRIUMPH

Three years after the establishment of the Second Eleven championship, an Over 60s competition began in the South East. Organiser Barry Smith from Kent had intended all matches to be friendlies, at least to start with, but the other counties wanted a formal championship right away so the same format was adopted as for the Second Elevens. Two 59 year olds are permitted in each team, though so healthy has availability become that it is doubtful whether this allowance is any longer necessary. The same fielding restrictions apply as for both 50+ championships: four fielders (in addition to the bowler and wicket-keeper) within an inner circle at all times. The 60+ championship is where Sussex have really asserted themselves, with two titles and two runners-up places. On both occasions Sussex were runners-up they won every game in the league element of the competition before losing the final.

Appropriately the first game was staged at Sussex Over 50s’ spiritual home at Three Bridges. Opponents Essex went in first and made 199-6. Off-spinners Ted Elsey and Colin Tennant bowled in tandem on their home ground as they had so often for their club, getting through 18 overs quickly and conceding only 60 runs. Sussex reached the target comfortably, John Anderson (Little Common) and John Davies adding 112 for the first wicket. Eight-man Kent were rolled over for 81 at Fletching, Brian Scollay capturing 4-11. Sussex then collapsed to 31-6 before Robbie Barker (22*), Scollay (22) and Elsey (13*) averted an embarrassing defeat. Hertfordshire and Surrey were dispatched in higher scoring games, Anderson making hundreds both times. In the nine wicket victory over Surrey at Malden Wanderers he added 183 unbeaten with Derek Semmence. Unfortunately Anderson never appeared in the 50+ championships due to work commitments. The final was at Dorking against Essex, who put up a par score of 204-7, Andy Shanks taking 3-24. Sussex began without a care in the world, Bob Phillips and John Davies adding 100 for the first wicket, then collapsed inexplicably to 154 all out. 

Every league match was won again the following year, beginning with a four wicket victory over Kent at Staplehurst. Chasing the hosts’ 222-4, captain Barry Peay and John Anderson had an opening stand of 99, Peay going on to make 92 out of 140 including fifteen boundaries. Forty Club District Chairman Ron Hart hit a rapid 30 not out at the end. Three Bridges witnessed a most convincing performance against Hertfordshire. The visitors took first knock and set a reasonable 207-7. Left-arm seamer Adrian Drake’s nine overs cost only fifteen runs. When the middle order accelerated, Ted Elsey and Derek Barnard (Maresfield) picked up a couple of wickets apiece to slow things down again. Sussex coasted home by nine wickets in the 32nd over, Phillips scoring 96 and Anderson 75 not out. The final this year was at Radlett in Hertfordshire. Essex just held on to their title after setting 218-7, Stuart Turner helping himself to a quick hundred. Sussex fell just six runs short, Bob Phillips top-scoring with 69.  

Sussex lost the first league game of the 2006 season, to Essex again, then won the rest. The team’s first five wicket haul was recorded by Richard Maharaj against Surrey at Malden Wanderers. Phillips (120*) and Peay (63*) put on over a hundred unbeaten to defeat Kent at Hastings and book a place in the final at Brentwood against the same opponents. Kent went in first and made 207-7, a similar target to the two previous finals. Ted Elsey picked up three wickets. With Sussex at 77-4 the game was nicely balanced. Bob Phillips had sustained a nasty hand injury in the field that prevented him batting and would rule him out of the forthcoming 50+ final. It took a timely partnership of 127 between Three Bridges colleagues Andy Meads (115) and Robbie Barker (49) to ensure Sussex took home the 60+ cup this time. Captain Barry Peay presented all his players with an individually engraved brandy glass at a well attended end-of-season dinner at the Halfway House, Isfield.  

The holders won their first three matches in 2007 then lost to new boys Worcestershire, the ninth 60+ county to join. A Bob Phillips hundred led to an easy victory over Norfolk. Worcestershire and Norfolk have certainly added to the travelling, and with further teams set to join the 60+ competition, separate regional groups may be required. 

The final league match at Gore Court saw Sussex’s fielders given a real run-around as Kent’s batsmen amassed 286-4. Teatime calculations revealed that Sussex could afford to lose and still make the final, provided a reasonable number of runs were scored and few wickets lost. With other results going their way it didn’t matter in the end. Sussex replied with 168-3, of which Andy Barnes contributed 88 not out. The final took place exactly a week later against the same opponents on the same ground, and Kent were understandably confident. This time Sussex took first knock on a similarly blameless pitch. Phillips (66) and Meads (36) set off at a run a ball, then Andy Barnes assumed complete control, hitting powerfully down the ground, on several occasions clearing the deep fielders. Peter Grey (63) lent valuable support and the innings closed on a formidable 333-4 with Barnes 123 not out. Never in the hunt, Kent were dismissed for 171, skipper Elsey taking 4-41 as the rest of the attack – Shanks, Milner, Scollay and Shimmons – kept things tight to ensure Sussex retained their title. 

Hampshire joined in 2008 and took over as the strongest team, beating Sussex by 34 runs at Littlehampton when only Barry Peay and Mike Watson (Herstmonceux) reached thirty. Narrowly ahead on run-rate in a rain-curtailed final against Essex at Copdock in Suffolk, Hampshire magnanimously offered to share the title with their opponents. Sussex endured by some way their most disappointing season with three wins and six defeats. Andy Meads (124 not out) and Bob Phillips (128) put on 210 against Hertfordshire at Cheshunt when Sussex amassed 331-1. Mark Shimmons claimed 5-22 against Norfolk at Fakenham and Andy Shanks 3-3 from nine overs against Worcestershire at Haywards Heath. In this last match, Sussex restricted the visitors to 103-9 from 45 overs, only to be bowled out for 73. 

CONCLUSIONS
How does one describe Over 50s and Over 60s championship cricket to the uninitiated? Many bowlers will tell you it is a batsmen’s game. The varying relative physical demands of cricket ensure that batsmen retain their natural powers longer than bowlers, certainly fast bowlers. And the limited-overs format, with field placing restrictions, encourages the fielding side to contain rather than help bowlers take wickets. In two-thirds of matches neither team is bowled out. If captaincy and wicket-keeping are strong areas of 50+ and 60+ cricket, fielding and running between the wickets are where the years first take their toll. Good fielders do exist, defying their age, but few can run and throw, catch or bend, anything like they used to. Injury is a constant danger, for some a permanent companion, to be fought mentally as much as physically. 

The beauty of 50+ and 60+ championship cricket is that it provides a level playing field, with all participants over a certain age. And don’t let anyone tell you it is easy. Former Test cricketers don’t turn out when there is no challenge. Batsmen’s game it may be but only eight 1st XI centuries have been scored for Sussex in 24 seasons. They have been shared between four batsmen who have recorded well over 300 centuries in all cricket. Only 2% of their hundreds have come in the 50+ First XI championship. It has been even harder for bowlers, limited to eight or nine overs a match and reliant on ageing fielders for support. Five wickets in an innings has been achieved only four times by a Sussex bowler, one of whom has done it twice. But years of experience bowling on flat pitches counts for much. As pace off the wicket recedes, guile and instinct compensate. 50+ captains know how to set a field. The batsman with one or two scoring shots is found out sooner than he might be by younger, more athletic opponents. He will also receive fewer loose deliveries. 

Back in 1984 Sussex adapted very quickly to 50+ championship cricket, helped in that victorious first year by familiarity with the Dunlop synthetic surfaces at Crawley and Sidley. A settled side bred good team spirit. Half the title-winning team had gone by the time of the next semi-final appearances in 1988 and 1989, but their mainly ex-professional replacements rendered the later combinations even stronger. Availabilities became more of an issue over the next half dozen seasons as Sussex consistently failed to reach the knockout stages of the competition. A new generation of prolific batsmen provided the runs to reach further semi-finals in 1996 and 1998, and the arrival of three canny bowlers in 2001 saw Sussex to a second final appearance, where we lost to Kent. Defeat by a strong Kent has been a recurrent feature of the years since, notably in the 2005 semi-final. The following year’s final at Horsham between Sussex and Yorkshire was one of the most memorable games, Sussex falling just five runs short after almost six hundred had been scored on the day. This match, more than any other, directed thoughts back to what passed before.   

    The introduction during the current decade of Second Eleven and 60+ championships, mainly covering the South East, has widened the battle to three fronts. Inconsistent availability has affected the Seconds, who have not achieved as much as they would have liked, only once finishing in the top two. If the title in 2003 was a touch bizarre, it was a title nonetheless. The Over 60 side, on the other hand, has only once been away from the final. This is the competition where Sussex has really excelled. 
Finally, the words of the Sussex Cricket Association Handbook after the first Over 50s season of 1984 still ring true today. Good cricket played in a good spirit, prolonging ageing players’ precious competitive careers. We will all drink to that.

Leading Sussex Aggregates 50+ First XI Championship

     Most Runs


3000+  
Bob Phillips, Andy Meads


2000+
Andy Barnes

1000+
Derek Semmence, Barry Peay
   Most Wickets


117
Hugh Milner
 
107
Neil Chitty

 60+
Derek Semmence, Brian Scollay

Leading Sussex Aggregates 50+ Second XI Championship

     Most Runs


761  
Peter Grey


585
Peter Gould

   Most Wickets


39
Bob Daisley

35
Dave Green


33
Brian Scollay

Leading Sussex Aggregates 60+ Championship

Most Runs

    1148  
Bob Phillips


967
Andy Meads


764
Barry Peay


688
John Anderson

Most Wickets


46
Ted Elsey

34
Brian Scollay

30
Andy Shanks

            Sussex Centuries in the 50+ and 60+ Championships



Opponents
Venue
Year

 50+ First XI

100
John McLaughlin
Kent
Sidley
1984

147
Gwynne Jones
Hampshire
Southampton
1996
181*
Andy Meads
Essex
Three Bridges

1996

103
Andy Meads
Bucks
Marlow

2000

100
Andy Meads
Berkshire
Finchampstead

2000

128
Andy Meads
Hampshire
Bashley

2001

103*
Bob Phillips
Berkshire
Haywards Heath
2005

130*
Bob Phillips
Bucks
Beaconsfield

2006


50+ Second XI
111*
Peter Grey
Essex
Three Bridges

2005

187*
Peter Grey
Bucks
Haywards Heath
2006

132*
John Holland
Bucks
Haywards Heath
2006

106*
Peter Goodsell
Middlesex
Enfield

2007
105*
Dave Collins
Kent
Hastings

2008


      60+ 
114
John Anderson

Herts
Old Owens

2004

102*
John Anderson

Surrey         Malden Wanderers

2004

120*
Bob Phillips

Kent
Hastings

2006

115
Andy Meads

Kent
Brentwood

2006

109
Bob Phillips

Norfolk
Eastbourne

2007

123*
Andy Barnes

Kent
Gore Court

2007
128
Bob Phillips
Herts
Cheshunt

2008 

124*
Andy Meads
Herts
Cheshunt
  2008 



5 Wickets in an Innings for Sussex in the 50+/60+ Championships

                              Opponents
Venue
Year
              50+ First XI

7-19
Sandy Ross
Suffolk
Felixstowe
1998

6-30
Derek Semmence
Essex
Three Bridges
1998

6-26
Neil Chitty
Bucks
Beaconsfield
2004
5-16
Neil Chitty
Bucks
Littlehampton
2005

50+ Second XI
5-28
Brian Scollay
Herts
Glynde

2003

5-54
Peter Crees
Surrey
Sutton

2005

5-46
Peter Crees
Surrey
Fletching

2006

5-28
David White
Kent
Staplehurst

2007

5-46
Ken Fisher
Herts
Three Bridges

2007
6-21
Bob Daisley
Bucks
Eastbourne

2008

                    60+ 
5-24
Richard Maharaj

Surrey          Malden Wanderers

2006

5-22
Mark Shimmons

Norfolk
Fakenham
  2008

50+ 1st XI County Championship Finalists 1984-2008

Year
Winners
Runners-up
             
1984
Sussex
Essex



1985
Lancashire 
Wiltshire

 

1986
Essex
Wales


1987
Berkshire 
Lancashire


1988
Devon
Lancashire


1989
Kent
Staffordshire


1990
Wales
Essex



1991
Kent
Lancashire



1992
Derbyshire
Devon



1993
Lancashire
Dorset



1994
Worcestershire
Warwickshire



1995
Lancashire
Worcestershire


1996
Staffordshire
Warwickshire



1997
Middlesex
Lancashire



1998
Yorkshire
Wales



1999
Wales
Lancashire



2000
Lancashire
Kent




2001
Kent
Sussex



2002
Devon
Lancashire



2003
Kent
Lancashire



2004
Surrey
Kent




2005
Kent
Nottinghamshire


2006
Yorkshire
Sussex



2007
Kent
Surrey


2008
Oxfordshire
Lancashire

50+ 1st XI Championship: Most Successful Counties 1984-2008

                                             Wins                       Runners-up
Kent

6

2

Lancashire
4
8

Wales
2
2

Devon
2
1

Yorkshire
2
-

Essex
1
2

Sussex
1
2

Staffordshire
1
1

Surrey
1
1

Worcestershire
1
1

Berkshire
1
-

Derbyshire
1
-

Middlesex
1
-

Oxfordshire
1
-

Warwickshire
-
2

Dorset
-
1

Nottinghamshire
-
1

Wiltshire
-
1


50+ 2nd XI Home Counties County Championship 2001-08

Year
Winners
Runners-up
            
2001
Kent
Middlesex



2002
Hertfordshire
Middlesex




2003
Sussex
Kent




2004
Hertfordshire
Surrey



2005
Surrey
Hertfordshire



2006
Kent
Surrey



2007
Surrey
Hertfordshire


2008
Hertfordshire
Surrey


60+ Home Counties County Championship 2004-08

Year                 Winners               Runners-up
            
2004
Essex
Sussex



2005
Essex
Sussex



2006
Sussex
Kent




2007
Sussex
Kent


2008
Hampshire/Essex
